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Prayers for the following OSL church members:
Haroldo Camacho, Carol Chaddock, Marianne 
DeMinck, Roger Detwiler, Howard Fischer, Sue 
Franjione, Susan George-Kenyon, Karen Goth, 
Gerry Gruenbaum, Betty Hea, Bob Johnson, Prentis 
Johnson, Robert Latimer, James Leone, Les Mellott, 
Carol (Coram) Ross, Malcolm Sears, Beverly Smith, 
Robert Spencer, Linda Verdi, Nancy Volz, Jodi 
Waldron, Judy Watson, and Jan and Steve Withers.

Members & Family in the Armed Services: 
Dustin Douglas (son-in-law of Les and Juli Mellott) 
at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Tacoma, WA; Scott 
Tucek (son of Carol Tucek) at Yokota Air Base in 
Japan; Brock Van Sant at Officer Candidate School 
in Quantico Bay, VA.

Rehabilitation Home: Ron Holub
If you have prayer requests, please let us know by filling 
out a Connect Card or colored prayer card found in 
the pews. Our Prayer Team (Debi Bauer, Norma Miller, 
Robert Spencer, and Jodi Waldron) will gather the cards 
and pray for those needs. For personal prayers and/or 
additional spiritual guidance, please contact Pastor Tony 
at (954) 473-6888.

SUN. 8/30
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Worship Services

Bible Study—9:15 a.m. | Kids Connect—10:30 a.m.

MON. 8/31
Round Table (Young Adults Discussion Group)—6 p.m.

TUES. 9/1
Schedule open

WED. 9/2
Discussion Group—11 a.m.*

THURS. 9/3
Schedule open

FRI. 9/4– SAT. 9/5
Church office closed

SUN. 9/6
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Worship Services

Bible Study—9:15 a.m. | Kids Connect—10:30 a.m.
LABOR DAY | MON. 9/7

Campus closed in observance of the holiday
TUES. 9/8

Schedule open

WED. 9/9
Discussion Group—11 a.m.*

THURS. 9/10
Schedule open

FRI. 9/11
Church office closed

SAT. 9/12
Properties Work Day—9 a.m.

Confirmand Teagan helping at the Kids Connect Kickoff 
(p.4-7)
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Aug. 16-Sept 6
Other species, with their keen senses, experience the world very differently from us. The preaching series 
Sanctified Senses highlights places in God’s Word that describe how being made holy through faith in Jesus 
enables us to see, hear, smell and taste the blessings of life.

KIDS CONNECT 2026 This summer, Kids Connect has been exploring the theme “God is Our Creator” 
through Imagination Station Science, where exciting hands-on experiments help children discover 
timeless Bible truths in fun and memorable ways. On Sunday, August 23, Kids Connect kicked off the 
new school year with its annual—and most requested—bounce house, water slide, and snow cones! 
Special thanks to Ellen Clark, Kim Marshall, Jennifer and Preston Strickman, Bailey De La Horra, 
school parents, and student volunteers for helping keep the fun safe and enjoyable for everyone!
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INSTALLATION OF 
OUR SAVIOR 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
OFFICERS & 

BOARD MEMBERS
(SUN. 8.16.2026)
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Crafted to Give
Handmade Cards by the Ladies of Our Savior

Starting in September, the ladies' card crafting group will be selling greeting cards after both worship 
services on Sundays. These lovely cards have been handmade by the ladies of the church and will be 
sold for cash only. All proceeds will go to the school's Multipurpose Sports Court Fund. Questions? 
Contact Judy at (954) 473-6888. Pictured below are sample cards and a few of the group members.

From left to right: Lerryn Latimer, Chris Presson, Judy Watson 
(Not pictured: Agnes Karabetsos, Arlene Lyth, and Nancy Volz)
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL CHAPEL (THURS. 8.13.2026)—"ROOTED IN CHRIST"
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MEET OUR SAVIOR'S MINISTRY LEADERS ADVISOR: JADE CRUZ
A message from Jade Cruz to the greater OSL Community regarding a new position within the church office.

Over this summer, I was presented with the opportunity for a new ministry within our church, and not 
just new to me, but new to all of us. This position has been titled Ministry Leaders Advisor. This title 
feels enormously profound to me, and its meaning is just as it says: I'll be serving as an advisor and 
support to the ministry leaders throughout this church, with a primary focus on guiding and encouraging 
them on how to develop new disciples. The harvest is plenty, but the workers are few. 

As I contemplated what that meant, this is the vision 
statement I landed on, and those of you in attendance at 
the voters meeting last week have already heard it, but I 
did make one slight adjustment: "My personal vision for 
this role is to encourage and inspire a disciple-making 
culture at OSL where all people may recognize their 
value and purpose within the body of Christ and are 
excited, supported, and equipped to use their God-given 
strengths, talents, and skills, to share the love of Jesus 
within our community and beyond."

So, as my role is already active, I want to be clear
 about what I'm here to help you with, so you can 
begin using my support and give me the 
opportunity to serve and be a disciple myself.
Maybe you're the chairperson of a church 
board looking for a way to meaningfully 
involve your members. I'm here to help, 
and can support you on how to delegate 
various tasks effectively. (CONT. ON NEXT PAGE)

My name is Jade Cruz. I currently serve on the 10:30 worship music team and recently joined the 
Youth Board. I've been a member of the Lutheran church my whole life, and grew up serving within 
and supporting church events. I later owned and operated a business for three years doing the same 
thing within my community, helping bring to life the visions of leaders throughout Miami-Dade, with 
several events even sponsored by the city. As I began to take my walk with Christ more seriously, I 
was simultaneously given the opportunity to serve as music teacher and youth choir director at Our 
Savior Lutheran School last school year. I'm sure there are a few teachers here who know how difficult, 
but rewarding, that experience was; it truly felt like the first and most important form of ministry I 
ever participated in. During that time, and currently, I've also served as Vice President and Director of 
Operations for the nonprofit my husband, Denis Cruz, founded in 2021, planning and strategizing events 
for youth and the community.

"I want to cover three things plainly: who I am, what new role I will be filling, and, most importantly, 
what I'm here to help you with.
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JADE CRUZ (CONT.) 
Maybe you're planning an event that requires a lot of hands. I'm here to help, and can show you 
strategies to gather those people. Maybe you're trying to engage children and families in our school. I'm 
here to help process your ideas and connect you with the right people and support. And in the months 
leading up to your pre-planned event or project, I may even check in with you, asking what ideas you 
have, what concerns you're sitting with, and probably invite you to stop by my office for some tea or 
coffee to talk about it all. 

So again, whatever you're leading this year, I'm here to help. Maybe you’ve never led something before, 
but feel inspired and want some guidance. Please reach out any time, or stop by my office during the 
hours listed on my door located in the church office. I may be here to help us make disciples, but the 
truth is, your asking gives me the opportunity to be one too, and I thank you for that.

I am grateful beyond words to be part of this community. Thank you all for your time. I can’t wait to see 
what God has in store."

Questions? Contact Judy at (954) 473-6888.
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BIRTHDAYS WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
SEP 1

Tom Mahle & Gail McGowan (31)
SEP 2

Robert & Carole McClure (59)
SEP 10

Paul & Maria Krug (43) 
SEP 20

Carol & Bruce Ross (2)

HELP US UPDATE UR DATABASE
If you are a member and have not seen your 
birthday or anniversary listed in our newsletter, 
kindly contact Mika at, (954) 473-6888. 

Not sure if you're a member? Contact us. We'd 
love to help you find out!

Kindly fill out the Chancel Flower Sign-Up slip and include 
it with your payment. These are found on the back of the 
newsletter or in the pews (green slip). Please include it with 
your payment. Please notify us if you are paying via VANCO.

[8/30] The flowers adorning the chancel this Sunday 
were graciously provided by:

Carol Reynolds-Srot, in memory of her Mom, 
Mavis Chin Reynolds, who would have been 88 today. 

PLEASE NOTE: All altar flowers will be gathered and held 
in the church office immediately following the 10:30 a.m. 
service. This will ensure that flowers paid for by members 
are received by the intended recipients. Thank you!

ALTAR FLOWERS 
UPDATES

SEP 19
Neil Topalian

SEP 20
Heyabey Kifle
Jodi Waldron

SEP 23
Harry Haeseker

SEP 25
Frank Ahrens
Lauren Bhalai

SEP 26
Anne Chiaro

SEP 27
Nancy Volz

SEP 28
Dorothy Royce

SEP 30
Emmanuel Kifle

SEP 21
Tony & Junko Durante (32)

AUG 30
Joan Sears

AUG 31
Nicole Linley

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑
SEP 1

Addison Westby
SEP 4

Carole McClure
Cheryl Walters
Judy Watson

SEP 10
Robert McClure

SEP 13
Tony Linley

SEP 16
Craig Chaddock

Bill Presson 
SEP 18

Pamela Leone
Kathy Thurn
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Our Savior Lutheran Church & School
8001 NW 5th Street, Plantation, Florida 33324

CHURCH
(954) 473-6888

www.oslplantation.church

Tony Durante, Pastor
tdurante@oursaviorplantation.org

Mika Durante, Administrative Assistant
mdurante@oursaviorplantation.org

SCHOOL
(954) 370-2161

www.oslplantation.school 

Linda Root, Principal
lroot@oursaviorplantation.org

Danielle Durham, Assistant Principal
ddurham@oursaviorplantation.org

Kindly fill out the Chancel Flower Sign-Up slip and include it with your payment. These are found below 
or in the pews. We currently only accept checks, cash, or VANCO payments. Please notify the church office 
when giving through the VANCO app or website.

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS

FOR OFFICE:

# of bouquets ______
$ _____________
□ Paid  ____/____/____

CHANCEL FLOWERS SIGN-UP
If you would like to have flowers on the altar on a given Sunday in honor of someone, in memory of a 
loved one, or to commemorate a birthday, etc., all you need to do is fill out this form and put it in the 
offering plate. The cost is $25.00 per order; two pieces would cost $50.00. Call the church office if you 
have any questions, (954) 473-6888.

Name: _______________________________________________________

Date you would like flowers: _____________________________________

In Honor, Memory, Celebration, or Thanksgiving of _________________________________________
Check this box if you would like to collect your flowers after the 10:30 a.m. service. 

We will hold them in the church office. 
Any unclaimed flowers will be donated to a local nursing home. Thank you.
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