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THE CONNECTION

Raul's Trip to Egypt (p.9-13)

Mortuary Temple of Hatshepsut (Djeser-Djeseru), located in Deir el-Bahari near Luxor, Egypt
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TRINITY SUNDAY 5/31
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Worship Services
Bible Study—9:15 a.m. | Kids Connect—10:30 a.m.

MON. 6/1 _TUES. 6/2
Schedule open

WED. 6/3
Discussion Group—10 a.m.

THURS. 6/4
Schedule open

FRI. 6/5
Church office closed

SAT. 6/6
Nathan Walter's Memorial Service—11 a.m.

SUN. 6/7
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Worship Services

Bible Study—9:15 a.m. | Kids Connect—10:30 a.m.

Board of Lay Ministry—12:15 p.m.

MON. 6/8-TUES. 6/9
Schedule open

WED. 6/10
Discussion Group—10 a.m.

THURS. 6/11
Schedule open

FRI. 6/12_SAT. 6/13
Church office closed
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PRAY

Prayers for the following OSL church members:

Haroldo Camacho, Carol Chaddock, Marianne
DeMinck, Roger Detwiler, Claire Edwards,

Howard Fischer, Sue Franjione, Karen Goth, Gerry
Gruenbaum, Betty Hea, Bob Johnson, Prentis
Johnson, Robert Latimer, James Leone, Les Mellott,
Mary Ann O'Keefe, Carol (Coram) Ross, Malcolm
Sears, Jennifer Sird-De La Horra, Robert Spencer,
Linda Verdi, Jodi Waldron, Glen & Cheryl Walters,
John Wheeler, and Jan Withers.

Members & Family in the Armed Services:
Dustin Douglas (son-in-law of Les and Juli Mellott)

at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Tacoma, WA ; Scott
Tucek (son of Carol Tucek) at Yokota Air Base in
Japan; Brock Van Sant going into aviation training
in the Marine Corps.

Rehabilitation Home: Ron Holub

If you have prayer requests, please let us know by filling
out a Connect Card or colored prayer card found in

the pews. Our Prayer Team (Debi Bauer, Norma Miller,
Robert Spencer, and John and Jodi Waldron) will gather
the cards and pray for those needs. For personal prayers
and/or additional spiritual guidance, please contact
Pastor Tony at (954) 473-6888.

65™ Anniversary Content on pages 16—42!
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OUR SAVlOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

SERVING CHRIST - SERVING OTHERS + CHANGING Lives




NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS —Page 4—

If you are interested in serving as an officer or on a board, we need your nomination to be
submitted by June 21. Please submit the nomination to Nancy Volz at (954) 473-6888.

The officer positions: President, Vice President, Treasurer, Corporate Secretary, Council Member
at Large and Recording Secretary. The Vice President position is vacant. Those currently serving in
the remainder of the positions on the Church Planning Council (CPC) have agreed to an additional
one year term. This does not preclude you from submitting a nomination for any officer position.

The following are the boards: Property's Board, Lay Ministry Board,
Outreach Board, School Board and the Children and Youth Ministry
Board.

The term for officers and board members is one year. We are asking you
to prayerfully consider serving with your time and talents. The talents
needed include but are not limited to: the ability to plan, ability to execute
your plan and the ability to empower others in the congregation to get
involved.

If you have questions, please ask Chris Presson, Nancy Volz or Pastor
Tony. Pastor Tony along with the CPC will review all nominations.
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CELEBRATING MISS CARISA MEIER: 2026 EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR
Congratulations to Miss Carisa Meier on being nominated as Teacher of the Year at the Jacaranda
Country Club on Wednesday, May 13, 2026. With 22 years of teaching experience, including 14
years at Our Savior Lutheran Church and School, Miss Meier is recognized for her innovation,
dedication, and commitment to student success. Holding degrees in Education and Church Music,
as well as a Master’s in Reading, she seamlessly blends traditional teaching methods with modern
technology and collaborative learning. Beyond the classroom, she generously supports colleagues,
co-directs the annual Christmas program, and faithfully serves as organist for church services.

We are proud to celebrate Miss Meier’'s many contributions and this well-deserved honor as Our
Savior's 2026 Educator of the Year.



Dear Our Savior Family

Christ has risen! Alleluia! This salutation
provides a necessary foundation as | share
difficult news with you.

It is with deep sadness that | inform you of the
death of John Waldron (72), our congregational
vice president, who died on Sunday, May 10,
2026 in an automobile accident on University
Drive in Sunrise.

John'’s sister, Robin, who lives in New York

and is his next of kin, notified me after being
contacted by the police department. The
accident is still being investigated, and no other
information is readily available. Robin asks

for our prayers for their family and for John’s
daughter, Jodi (pictured above), as they navigate
the days ahead. This is our prayer:

Merciful God and Father, graciously look

upon the family of our departed brother, John.
Remember us in all our sorrow and grief.
Support us when we are unable to understand
the things that happen to us and those we love.
Comfort and console us, and grant that through
Your merciful help we may have courage to face
the days ahead; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the - _ A %\
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. Top to bottom: Vice President John Waldron with Debi Bauer,
In faith, presenting Betty Hea with the 2025 Servant of Christ Award on

January 6, 2026; John serving as liturgist for the first time on
October 10, 2025; John rallying up an adult choir for Lent last year.

Pastor Tony Durante



CHURCH FAMILY SUPPORT FOR JODI

Please keep Jodi in your prayers as she
grieves the unexpected loss of her father,
John. As her church family, we hope to
surround her with God’s love, comfort, and
encouragement during this difficult time. For
the time being, Jodi continues to live in a
professionally supported group home facility
in Margate. We would like our congregation

to share God's love and presence as well

as general comfort in these hard times. For
those who are able, we encourage you to

visit her or send colorful cards and cheerful
pictures. Because she is autistic, her reading
abilities are limited; however, she recognizes
and especially appreciates music and colorful
cartoons and recognizes images of Jesus. For
additional information and points of contact at
her facility, please contact the church office at

Jotiistanding with flowers Norma

Miller doriate unday, May 24,
2026 infianor ana ,r..,,\
John WaldramNgdLs fatfien0SEsyice
president, and'altaFliger managersy

MEET NEW MEMBERS:
Bryan & Lorna Goodluck

We warmly welcome Lorna and Bryan
Goodluck to our church family!

Originally from Georgetown, the retired couple
recently relocated from Maryland and are
enjoying meeting new people and traveling.
Lorna, who was raised in the Lutheran and
Methodist traditions, visited our church,
enjoyed the warm fellowship and Pastor Tony’s
sermons, and decided to become a member.
She has a special interest in childcare,
visitation, and caring ministries.

Bryan appreciates our church’s teachings
which reminds him of his own religious
upbringing in the Anglican and Methodist
church. He brings interest and experience in
building and construction, as well as finance
and accounting.

You can find Lorna and Bryan worshipping with
us at the 10:30 a.m. service. We are blessed
to have them with us and look forward to their
fellowship and service!



MEET NEW MEMBERS:
Ginette Orrette & Flavia

We excited to welcome Ginette to our church family! Originally
from Trinidad and Tobago, Ginette and her husband, Colin,
have two young children who currently attend our school. She
works as an optometrist and enjoys traveling and spending
time with her family.
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Speaking about her experience at the church, Ginette shared,
. “The members and Pastor have always treated me like family
d @."

Please also join us in welcoming Flavia to our church family!
Originally from San Lorenzo, Paraguay, Flavia has worked as
a flight attendant for the past 20 years. In her free time, she
enjoys gardening and cooking. Her son, Roman, attended
Our Savior Lutheran School, and together they quickly found
a home within both the school and church community. Roman
is currently participating in Confirmation classes and has
faithfully served as a crucifer during special services.

When asked about her experience at the church, Flavia
shared, “OSL has a small community of very caring people.
We are always very welcomed at Sunday service. Pastor Tony
and his family have brought together an amazing group of
people who share the same love for the Lord.”

We are blessed to have Ginette, Colin, Flavia, and their
children as part of our church and school community! You can
find them all worshiping at the 10:30 a.m service.
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ANNUAL POLICE MEMORIAL CEREMONY Delray Police Department held its annual police memorial
ceremony on May 15, 2026. Pastor Tony and fellow chaplains at Delray Beach attended (pictured
above). A flower wreath is placed before the memorial stone each year during. Pastor Tony has
been a chaplain with the Delray Beach Police Department since 2013.



JAN'S HEALTH UPDATE

Hello Family and Friends,

Jan was discharged from the hospital

this past Tuesday—she is so happy to be
home! Her son Erik arrived just in time to
bring her home and be with her for the next
week...doctor appointments, blood draws,
transfusions, bone marrow biopsy, the
journey continues....

Her doctors are positive about how she is
responding to the chemo and are taking no
risks with infection or virus - the medications [ feel so blessed to have such an amazing family
are endless —there is always something supporting me through this journey and the prayers
new to add to the mix of targeted therapy. keep coming in from my community of believers
and all over the states through all of you. It really
does take a village, and | feel all the love.

The next round of chemo will be determined
in the next few weeks

Most important is that God is with me all the time
and | had many opportunities to speak the name of
Jesus in the hospital with many of my caregivers.

Jan remains positive, eating well, moving
around keeping her strength, and resting
regularly. She also looks absolutely beautiful
with her new hairdo (not pictured)! I Love you all,

—NMary (Jan's sister) 2
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BLESSING OF HANDS On May 7, Pastor Tony Durante gave blessings to nurses at Encompass Health
and Rehabilitation Hospital of Sunrise as part of Nurse Appreciation Week. The chief nursing officer
of the facility invited Pastor to come that day and lead a Blessing of Hands Ceremony, a tradition
believed to have been started by Florence Nightingale in the 1800’s, that involves anointing the
hands of nurses. It is an affirming gesture reminding them that their hands are means to deliver
godly compassion to patients. With scripture readings and prayer, Pastor Tony encouraged the
nearly twenty nurses who attended the gathering. He pronounced a blessing upon each nurse as
he poured water over their hands. Our Savior Member Mercedes Camacho was among the nurses
who participated in the ceremony.



Raul Martinez emerie;ming acamel ride in Egypt.
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FOLLOWING THE EXODUS: FROM THE
NILE TO SINAI

Member Raul Martinez recently returned
from his 21-day spiritual journey through
Egypt. His trip began in the middle of April,
and he returned at the beginning of May.
The adventure took him through Egypt from
sky, land, and sea—planes, hot air balloons,
cruises, busses, camel-back, and on foot.

When asked about his inspiration, he
remarked, “As a little kid, these are stories
you hear over and over again; they’re
ingrained in you.” So, he had to see it for
himself. Initially, he aimed to witness the
sites of Mt. Sinai, the burning bush, and Nile
River, but he saw much more. The sheer
scale and austere conditions astounded
him: The Red Sea was endless and wide
and seemingly more impassible than the
Bible proclaims; the Nile River was several
times wider than a creek and more turbulent
than a baby could comfortably endure, let
alone drift across safely; and the desert
was inhospitable for a sanctuary for God’s
chosen. “Moses was in a lot of these places
in Egypt. It's unbelievable just how much
stuff is there,” Raul observed.




FOLLOWING THE EXODUS: FROM THE NILE TO SINAI (CONT.)

@ The burning bush, found in the UNESCO
World Heritage Site, St. Catherine's
Monastery. It has extensive and profound
historical, architectural, and cultural significance
for the Jewish, Christian, and Muslim peoples.
The monastery is one of the oldest, founded

in the 6th century by the Byzantine Emperor
Justinian the First. @ The bell tower at the St.
Catherine's Monastery.

@ The massive Cave Church (Monastery
of Saint Simon) hides in the limestone cliffs of
Mokattam Mountain in Cairo, Egypt. It is one
of the largest churches in the Middle East. The
church was named after St. Simon the Tanner,
a legend in the Coptic Orthodox Church, which
owns it. Raul recounts he saw several carvings
on the cave walls. The amphitheater-style
gathering space provides ample space for
20,000 worshipers. For comparison, the Notre-
Dame in Paris can only hold 6,000 to 9,000
people.



Raiil o0k fwo sparats groups of six FOLLOWING THE EXODUS: FROM THE NILE TO SINAI (CONT.)

peaple towatch the sunrise over the @ The Red Sea stretches about 1,400 miles

BN £rom Northeast Africa to the Arabian Peninsula.
Beneath its powerful currents lurks steep trenches
and treacherous depths exceeding 7,000 feet. It
was indeed no small feat for Moses to part it.

@ Statues of Pharaoh Ramesses Il and Queen
Nefertari at the Great Temple in Abu Simbel.
They were carved with two other statues directly
into the sandstone to guard the temple. Each
statue is 66 feet tall with the intent to overwhelm
and intimidate anyone crossing into their frontier.
Historians make a distinct note that Nefertari was
made to the same scale as her husband, a unique
and rare honor as queens where often made
smaller than the pharaohs.

@ The interior of the Great Temple of

= Abu Simbel in Egypt. Pharaoh Ramesses II
commissioned its architecture around 1264
B.C. with the interior wall intricately carved with
accounts of his military campaigns and other
iconic religious reliefs.



FOLLOWING THE EXODUS: FROM THE NILE TO SINAI (CONT.)

@ The second temple at Abu Simbel is a smaller
temple dedicated to the goddess Hathor and Queen
Nefertari. Again, this was a significant honor for a
queen at the time, and expressed Ramesses Il's
favor, respect, and devotion to his wife.

Statues of the pharaohs within the Great
Temple of Abu Simbel. Pictured is a man roughly

- 6-foot tall for scale. Twice a year, around the time of
¥ Ramesses's birth (ca. February 22) and coronation
(ca. October 22), the sun's rays hit hidden statues

., and creep along the entire length of the corridor all

~ the way to the deepest chamber of the Great Temple
- (roughly 60-65 meters). This illustrates the Egyptian
* builders' mastery of astronomy and engineering as
well as their innovative intentionality and ability to

~— commemorate their religion and politics.

@ The Kiosk of Trajan (98-117 AD) is a small
pavilion constructed by the Romans during their
rule over Egypt. The architecture blends Roman
craftsmanship with Egyptian temple design.
Historians believe it served as a ceremonial landing
station for sacred boats for the god Isis.



FOLLOWING THE EXODUS: FROM THE NILE TO SINAI (CONT.)

Inside the tomb of Ramesses lll in the
Valley of the Kings in Luxor, Egypt. Raul
notes that while some tombs had ample space
to stand and walk, others were so cramped that
even people less than six feet tall needed to
crouch to navigate its catacombs.

Camel riding tour in Egypt.
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@ The Temple of Horus (237-57 BCE). The
Court of Offerings is as the name suggests.
It houses one of the most complete surviving
sets of religious heiroglyphs, giving us an eye
into spiritual, political, and historical affairs at
the time. Its iconic elements include the 33—43-
- : ‘ foot tall sandstone columns as pictured above.
praae 7 -  —=& The Egyptians designed them to withstand the
o e ~ weight of the roof and control the acoustics for a
' R ‘ : - . meditative audio effect depending on the space.
Though stripped with time of their original vivid
paints, this temple is one of the best preserved
temples in all of Egypt due to being made with
resilient materials and being once buried under
sand. Archaeologists did not begin to uncover it
until the 19th century.




GODSPEED FOR BROCK On Sunday the 17", the church prayed for Brock Van Sant, a long time
member of the congregration who grew up at Our Savior Lutheran Church. Pastor Tony said a
blessing for him and his parents, Kim and Mitch, as he departs us to do base training for aviation in
the Marine Corps. May God bless and keep him safe as he prepares to serve our country.



—Pagel
Kristopher Anthony Linley
Baptized May 2, 2026

Jonathan Garcia
David Garcia
_Violet Rodriguez




OSL 65" Anniversary Reception
Colony West Golf Course | Sunday, April 19, 2026
From left to right: Judy Watson, Daniel and Heather Bleier with their
children (Wade and Stacy), Pastor Tony,
John Strang

lulio Sarmiel
Pamela Leon

#

it lett to right: Pam Mills, Thomas
> Boatwright, Pam King, John Strang,
Andy Clark

="
From left to right:
Congregational President Chris

Pression with her husband Bill,
Anthony & Nicole Linely




—Page 17— Celebrating 65 Years of Faith:
A Letter from Our District President



Our Savior Lutheran Church Marks 65 Years of God's
Grace & Blessings
by David Volz

Highlights from the Anniversary Celebration PastarsTnnyﬂuranleandﬂick‘rndll —Page 18—

Longtime members of Our Savior Lutheran Church,
Plantation, and those who have joined more recently,
came together on April 19 to celebrate 65 wonderful
years of God’s blessings, worship, and friendships.

Some former members traveled long distances to
attend a special celebratory service. Pastor Richard
Arndt was the liturgist, and current Pastor Tony
Durante preached. Greetings from District President
James Rockey were shared at both morning
services.

After the service, people gathered at Colony West
Golf Club in Tamarac for dinner and shared stories.
Former pastors and church leaders shared memories
and experiences from their time at Our Savior. Nancy Volz, the emcee, called it “The Good the Bad
and the Funny.”

Pastor Richard Arndt, the church’s third pastor, described the church's early history. He told the
audience about the congregation's first meeting at Peter’s Elementary School in 1961, and how
the first church was built in less than a year by 1962 for $125,000 and was fully air-conditioned.
Lutheran Hour speaker, Dr. Oswald Hoffman, was the dedication preacher.

Longtime member Howard Fischer spoke of his late wife, Barbara, who was the Early Childhood
Director for the church’s preschool for 28 years.

Two members, Juli Mellott and Lerryn Latimer, described how their families had been blessed by
Our Savior for four and five generations respectively, a rarity for a South Florida church.
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SERVING CHRIST + SERVING OTHERS + CHANGING LIVES




(Highlights from the Anniversary Celebration Cont.) Kristin Volz lannarone, daughter of the late Pastor
Walter Volz who served at OSL for 21 years, spoke on behalf of her mother, Gloria, and shared
memories of growing up at the church along with two building programs.

Jane Nicklas, wife of the late Pastor Edwin Nicklas,
traveled from Virginia and shared some of their
experiences. Pastor Nicklas’ first day in the church
office was 9/11. The school’s golf tournament was
also begun during his ministry, as Jane served as
the school’s principal.

Pastor Tony Durante, the sixth pastor who
celebrated his eighth year at OSL on April 15,
wrapped up the afternoon by sharing some Covid
experiences as well as the church’s recovery and
growth.

Our Savior has been richly blessed by God’s
grace. Soli Deo Gloria!

Voo
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From left to right: Carol Tucek (member since 1980), Andy Clark (member since 2002), Brad Heine (member since 1987), Howard Fischer (member since 1970),
John Strang (member since 1980), Juli Mellott (member since 1984)



OSL 65“' Anniversary Receptlon
Colony West Golf Course | Sunday, April 19,2026

lJane Nicklas, former 0SL pastor’s
. wife (2001-2013) and OSLS principal
| (2002-2014).
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Remembering Those Who Served
by Rev. Dick Arndt

The first pastor was Robert Grunow. The president
of the congregation at the time was President Larry
Ziebarth, who was the head of AAL (Aid Association
for Lutherans). Thanks to Nancy, we know he lived a
nice, full life, going on to be with the Lord at the age
of 105 in 2024. | mention him because he supported
the church fervently and bought our first pews, which
covered half the worship area at the time.

After Pastor Arthur Machinske, came me (Pastor Dick
Arndt). This was a great time of growth because of
all the new families who moved in. They came from
different businesses and different parts of the US,
mostly from the Midwest. We had lots of transfers.

It wasn’t just us; all the neighboring churches, like

St. Benedict's and St. Gregory, grew and built new
buildings. With the growth came kids—and a lack of
space to accommodate them. Because there were too :
many kids, | had to host bible studies at my home between services. So, we built the educatlon
center (currently the one-storied preschool bays) to hold Sunday School.

There are some notable members during my time, whom | would like to highlight:

*  Orlyn & Dorothy (wife) Schlie—Orlyn was the principal of Lutheran Central. For those unfamiliar
with this, Lutheran Central School (LCS) took off during the 1970s and 80s and was located
where Trinity Lutheran Church of Ft. Lauderdale stands today. 1st to 8th graders could attend.
F/ve Missouri Synod Lutheran churches in the area sponsored it.

*  Marge Freeman—The organist and choir director. She also

Ground Breaklng (Nov 1984) played the organ for LCS.

* Herb Seegers—He cut the grass for us all the time.

* Herman Askren—He had a house in Everglades City, where
the church council once went on a retreat. We prayed, planned,
and taught a lot—and fished a lot, too. A particularly fond
memory | have was when the wives of all the church council
members called me during this retreat to remind the husbands
to take their pills.

* Karl & Evelyn Dorn (pictured left) gave a generous donation to
start Our Savior's building fund for the first education building,
which was primarily used for Sunday School.

*  Rev. Walter Storm—He transferred to us and took over our
VBS program. He got horses for the kids to ride.

* Howard & Barbara Fischer—They were very active in every
way. Barbara was especially active in education.

* And so many more.




(Rev. Arndt's Testimonial Cont.) —Page 22—

After me came Pastor Walter Volz, who was a “dynamo”. You’'ll have to ask his daughter-in-law,

Nancy Volz to get close to the full breadth and scope of his ministry, but what | know is that he was

mostly known for 3 big things:

* He served the US Navy as a chaplain on a ship.

* He served many churches.

* He headed up Food for the Poor. Not only was he active, he went overseas, and by his efforts,
he helped build and establish a building to feed the people there.

After Volz was Pastor Niklas, whom | unfortunately don’t know much about. And now, “You have
God'’s man for this time and place here. And you know the pastor’s name.” May the Lord who has
been faithful in the past continue to guide and keep us in Christ.

Board of Education: Gerry Gruen-
baum, Chuck Robinson, Orlyn
Schlie, Rudy Kuehnle, Paul
Huckeby

Pastor Machinske with
gregation. 1~‘



over one year.

We loved the church and the congregation.
I'll continue to come down monthly for as
long as | can to see all the people we love,
all the people present in our 49 years at Our
Savior. It was a great 49 years.

God bless and Jesus loves you.

The Fischers at the
‘mmrsaryreuptmn

; lan Withers's
y v”ﬂnnlversaryamurSamr

Our Savior Lutheran 65" Anniversary Testimonial

by Howard Fischer

APRIL 19,2026 Most everyone covered what | want to say,
but Our Savior had a remarkable team. That team was
Pastor Walter Volz, my wife Barbara, and Jan Withers.

One of the most memorable moments in the church’s
history was the reconstruction of the church. | was
amazed everyone stayed together. During this period of
construction, worship took place in the fellowship hall for

| My children were confirmed here and my oldest daughter
was married here.

25th Anniversary Celebration of Warbara Jfischer
Our Savior’s Earlp Childhood Bivector
Rev. Walter Yols, Warhara Fischer, Reb. Edtwin Nicklas




—Page 24— . Celebrating 65 Years—And Our Place in the Story
' e by Juli Mellott
My family’s connection to Our Savior Lutheran Church
began in 1982, when my parents, Raymond and Beverly
Schaflein, moved to North Lauderdale and started building
their home. As they settled into the area, they began visiting
the church because it was the only LCMS congregation in
western Broward County at the time.

Raymond & Beverly
Schaflein(2010)

When they came to the church office to transfer their
membership, they were surprised and delighted to discover

‘ a familiar face. Dolores Bethmann, the church secretary,
had gone to grade school with my mom at Bethlehem and later attended Bowen High School with
her in Chicago. It felt like an immediate connection and confirmation that this church would become
home.

My mom became actively involved, serving on the Altar Guild and delivering for Meals on Wheels.
My dad also found his place, especially enjoying serving as an usher—his favorite service being
the 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service. Over the years, he also dedicated much of his time to the
Properties Board.

I moved here and joined the church in 1984.
The following year, in August 1985, Les and
| were married here by Pastor Walter Volz,
beginning our own family’s journey within this
church community.

Our daughters both received the blessings
of baptism here. Jenna was baptized on
Christmas Day in 1991, and Jessica in July
1996, both by Pastor Volz. They also grew
up in the church’s school, attending from
preschool through fifth grade.

Raymond Schaflein's sign made from
the old sanctuary wall (pictured left).
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(Juli's 65" Anniversary Testimonial Cont.) Jenna was part
of Mrs. Jan Wither’s final preschool class before
she decided to work in the church office, something
we still laugh and joke about today. Both girls
continued their faith journeys here, with Jenna
being confirmed in April 2006 and Jessica in May
2010 by Pastor Ed Niklas.
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My dad also left a lasting physical mark on the
church. As a bricklayer by trade, he built the stone
sign out front using materials from the remodeling
of the sanctuary wall. It was a meaningful way for
him to contribute his skills to a place he loved.

The church has also been a place of comfort in
times of loss. Funeral services for both of my
parents were held here in 2007 and 2011, officiated
by Pastor Nicklas. He and my dad shared a

special bond, as Pastor Niklas’s father was also

a bricklayer. That shared connection made their
relationship even more meaningful.

Jr
Mellott Family Alaskan Family Cru

Our Savior Lutheran Church has been woven into every chapter of my family’s life—through
beginnings, milestones, service, and remembrance. It is more than a church to us; it is home.

Can You Guess These Members?
(Answers on p. 42!)
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Celebrating 5 Generations at Our Savior Lutheran - August 1978 —Page 27—

by Lerryn Latimer Florida Vacation
Our family has been part of Our Savior for five '
generations. My grandparents, Walter and Doris
Wilkins, came from Michigan and joined the
church approximately 1975. We would come
down to attend a Tupperware convention in
August every year and visit my grandparents.
We loved it so much that we made the move
ourselves in 1980. That was the same time
Pastor Volz became the new pastor.

At the time, our children, Jamie and Suzie,

were 10 and 8 years old. Jamie was confirmed
by Pastor Volz in 1983, and Suzie in 1985. My
parents, Donald and Renee Wilkins, decided they
liked it and moved down in 1983. My grandfather
died in 1984, and his funeral was here at Our & )
Savior. My parents decided to move back to ok xfj'w&w} Yoo Kﬁf

Michigan in 1986. S b L T )
Our son, Jamie, was married here by Pastor Volz Ay v /w%'v

in 1994, and Suzie following in 1995. Our

granddaughter, Kayla, was baptized here in 1998, then our grandson, Craig, was baptized here in
2002 by Pastor Nicklas. Craig was confirmed here in 2017, but Kayla when to a church closer to
their home to be confirmed due to date conflicts with the classes. Jamie’s boys were baptized at a
church in Boynton Beach.

To God be the glory—for the past 65 years, and for all the years to come.

Baby Kayla's Baptism (Nov, 1998)

Pictured from left to r‘l"qll,rt: Jamie & Patti, baby Kayla,
oug.

Suzie, Pastor Volz, ani
L W\
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The 1984 Building Program, which

included the construction of the
elementary school.

* The 1993 Church Renovation: This
project included turning the church
around, adding the current chancel and
balcony, and building Luther Hall.

» During this time, the church offices were
located in a satellite facility (affectionately
called the SO, which stood for Satellite
Office).

* He especially loved working with the
city and Mayor Frank Veltri; occasional
friendly bickering over building codes
often occurred.

A Legacy of Faith: _
Reflections from the Volz Family
written and compiled by Kristin lannarone (née) Volz

Reflections from Gloria
Remembering Milestones, Ministry, & Moments
From 21 Years of Faithful Service
When my mother (Gloria) was asked about her
memories looking back over the years at OSL, she
shared the following things that Dad, Pastor Walter
Volz, treasured during his 21 years here as pastor:

* The Mayor's Prayer Breakfast: He started this
event in Plantation with Rabbi Haar, with whom
Dad developed a long-lasting friendship over
the years.

*  Hurricane Andrew changed the building codes mid-project, and many things had to be

changed, completed, and rebuilt.

* He had nine years of working with nine vicars, and the team of Pastor Volz, Barbara Fischer,
and Jan Withers was known as "The Trifecta".

*  Mom loved teaching Sunday School and VBS, serving on the altar guild, singing in the choir,

and ringing bells.



Reflections from Kristin
Personal Stories of Faith, Family, & Growing Up
in a Life of Ministry

Dad loved building churches...that was a huge part
of his ministry. | never imagined as a child “running
through” those renovations that | would be teaching
in those buildings today. | can definitely say |

know these buildings inside and out. During this
same period, he also helped to build a school and
remodel the chapel on the AUTEC Navy base on
Andros Island in the Bahamas. This led to meeting
the artist that designed our current windows, altar,
pulpit, and lectern. The inspiration for all those
things came from chapel on that Navy base.

Another part of his ministry here was visiting shut-
ins...elderly or those who, for whatever reason,
could not come to church. | was fascinated by this
and his “to go” as | called it—a communion kit and
his “pastors’ companion”, a small version of the
Lutheran book of worship. So, | asked to go along. e
| was somewhere around 9 or 10. It was then | saw how dad interacted away from church W/th
people. Those were special times we spent together. It was probably then that he planted the seed
that eventually led me to teaching and how [ learned to interact with and talk to all kinds of people.
| went on calls with him all the way through middle and high school.

There are so many things | could talk about. Dad was very involved in the Plantation Clergy
Association and also participated in the 3-hour service on Good Friday held at Plantation United
Methodists each year. He, along with other clergy from various churches, would come and go
throughout the service and read the story of Christ’s crucifixion. It is important to note that Dad
ALWAYS read the last word. If you knew dad...He always had the last word in most things...church
and home.

| was asked about funny things and/or stories. There are so many with me, this church, dad, and

others throughout my childhood here. Dad always put me to work.

* | was the Murphy’s Oil Soap Girl in the old church in the summer. | cleaned. Every. Single. Pew.
| waxed and cleaned all the floors under the pews. It took hours!

« If Dad could have David or me do a task, we did it. David was always saving for something,
and | was always paying something off. So, | was “free labor’.

« There are two particularly funny and well-known ones. The first is the story of when our
Confirmation class (that he taught) got into trouble and Dad wrote letters to the class. Mine
arrived addressed “to the parents of Kristin Volz”. The other is, once, when | was in a hurry
to pick Dad up on time, | misjudged the distance—and was probably distracted pulling into
Dad’s parking space. | took a few chunks of concrete out of the wall as well as Dad's “Pastor’s
Parking” sign. At the time, we shared a large, yellow, beastly, 72 Cadillac.



(Kristin's 65" Anniversary Testimonal Cont.)

* Both David and | would sit in Dad’s
office at home or church and, of
course, he always had an answer or
comment. Neither of us really got to
complain or lament about too much.
He always had an answer, and his
answers and comments usually came
in the form of a story. | can remember
telling him about a particularly hard
professor | had in graduate school and
his response was, “You can’t change
the professor, so do what they want
and pass the class.”

Dad did many things and rarely sat still for long, and therefore Our Savior did not sit still either.

Dad loved the festival services of Christmas Eve and Easter morning, but he especially treasured
Christmas morning...He would say this almost every year to the Christmas morning worshipers
even into his 80’s: “While | love the festive services, | love the quiet, small Christmas morning
with just a few who have taken time away from the frenzy to come to worship”. He would go on

to reference his Navy days and add he could have a service in the field with 30 marines or with
just one on the fantail of a ship; it was about bringing the word of Christ and hope in Jesus to the
people.

Dad talked to everyone, everywhere, all the time. For 21 years he loved and served Our Savior
Lutheran Church. His ministry was about faith, community, building, and bringing the Word of Christ
to people. From its beginnings to what lies ahead, this church stands on Christ—and will continue
to grow in His love.

Kristin and Jog's Weddingi(May 5, 2024);.. i 3 ’y’ -




Our Savior Lutheran Church & School

65" Anniversary (April 19, 2026)
by Jane Niklas

Good afternoon, everyone. I'm Jane Nicklas,
and I’'m so happy to be here to celebrate the
65th anniversary of Our Savior Lutheran church
and School.

My husband Ed was called as the pastor here in
2001, and | became principal the next year. That
was when | realized God had a great sense of
humor. | swore I’'d never be an administrator,
and I'd never work with my husband. It took

a few years, but eventually | hit the trifecta by
retiring in FL — the last thing I'd never do.

Ed and I were proud of our years here. But we knew we were standing on the shoulders of

the members who came before us. Those men and women, like Pastor Arndt and Pastor Volz,
established the mission of Our Savior to this community. The school had several leaders, but the
person who established the preschool was Barbara Fisher, along with her friend Gloria Volz. | only
worked with them for two years before their retirements, but they are still the models for the care
and education in the preschool. You are missed, Barbara, for your creativity, hard work, and style.
Thank you, Howard, for sharing her with us. | believe a few people I hired are still here.

| believe there are 8 teachers | hired who

are still at Our Savior. I'm glad | was smart
enough to hire all those amazing women. I've
been retired for 13 years, and | applaud Linda
Root for creating a school where the staff is so
committed to the education ministry. It's so nice
to see Heather Bleier here, too.

Jane ilicklas with hér{ate hushand PaStorm
Edat the 50" Anniversary reception.

I live in northern Virginia now, and | get a little
wistful at Christmas and Easter. | can’t plant
the wilting poinsettias in my backyard after
Christmas, and there’s a line item in the church
budget for the same kind of palms we’d cut
from behind the church for free. However, |
haven’t met anyone in Virginia who had to
investigate how to get iguanas from nesting in
the preschool playground either.

When Ed and | arrived in South Florida, it didn’t take long to see how Our Savior responds to
crisis. My husband was installed on September 9, 2001, and two days later, the Twin Towers were
attacked. Consoling our collective grief was the priority. Over the years, Our Savior welcomed
people who suffered property loss from hurricanes, sent supplies to Haiti after the earthquake of
2010, and comforted each other at the loss of loved ones in the school community.



Worship servi 3 ea(ft or (Jane Niklas' 65" Anniversary Testimonial Cont.)
Hurricane Wilma (20 But there were many happy moments too. One
4 ’_,,95)-

Friday afternoon, Ed was officiating a wedding.
The church was packed, and the bride was
ready to enter the church. Little did they know,
but the after-school children were getting a
demonstration on how cotton candy was made.
It turns out the spinning machine puts out
enough heat to set off the smoke alarms- which
is exactly what happened. So, everyone had to

" evacuate the church. Of course, the students

'« were thrilled to have all the fire trucks arrive with
their sirens going strong. Once they realized the
cause, the firefighters wrapped things up and
were ready to go. But my husband asked the
firefighters to join the bride first for some photos.
Now that’s a wedding album I'd like to see.

After Hurricane Wilma in 2005, we were determined to hold Sunday Services even though we
didn’t have any power. But Ed and Jan Withers ran off bulletins with our generator, the preschool
was cleared of its Halloween motif, and the pumpkins were reworked as fall décor. We needed all
the windows and doors open, so Dorothy Schawk stationed herself at one set of doors to chase
away any curious Muscovy ducks.

Our Savior was able to open earlier than the public schools because our power was restored
sooner. The staff met, and we decided that since the children had missed out on trick or treating
during Wilma, we’d invite parents to send in their candy. We had our usual costume parade, and
then the children trick-or-treated at stations on the property. On that day, I felt like the boy with the
fish and loaves. Candy was everywhere! We couldn’t even give it all away.

One thing I've always been proud of at our school is how the students are prepared from the
youngest age to participate in worship services. During one preschool Christmas program, my

Job was to sit on a small chair next to the lectern and help the children as they climbed up to the
microphone. This time it was 4-year-old Jared Khan Bagley, ready to be one of the Magi. When he
finished his line, | helped him step down. I told him he did a wonderful job and gave him a hug. He
looked at me and said, “Can | have a kiss too?” A few years ago, | went to Jared’s graduation from
Syracuse University. | want to admit that | did all the obnoxious things | asked parents not to do — |
went up too close to take pictures, yelled his name, and waved from my seat. | was so proud when,
later, he introduced me as his first principal. I'm also proud that he went on to get a master’s in
education and is now teaching special ed in the Syracuse area.

A number of years ago, Our Savior became involved with Transforming Churches Network. My
husband presented a plan for Our Savior to be more involved in the community. At one point, we
had 40 volunteers at Mirror Lake Elementary School, Guy Shepherd led four musical groups at
Christmas at Los Olas, as well as a number of assisted living facilities and at the mall. We started a
book club that is still going strong under Carol Tucek’s leadership. I'm a member, because we meet
by Zoom each month.



About the same time, Dorothy Schawk used her unique powers of persuasion to beautify our
property. Somehow, she convinced us to use our own money and our sweat equity to “adopt a plot”
and make our own money to make Our Savior even more lovely. Her efforts were rewarded by an
award from the City of Plantation.

In fact, | was happy to see all the awards that Our Savior received from the city, county, and the
public school system. They represent the love OSL has for our neighbors and the willingness to put
that love into action.

My history here was full of blessings. My daughter Janice was married here in 2005, and in 2007,
Ed and I got word that our first grandchild was born back in Virginia. | ran down to the church to
tell Ed. | found him and Jan on ladders painting the interior of the church. But they put their paint
brushes down long enough for hugs and tears.

In 2013, | was diagnosed with breast cancer. Ed called the church and the school offices. The

next day, | arrived to see all our doors covered in giant pink paper bows. At Chapel that day, | was
greeted by all the staff and the students wearing pink. But the moment of hope came the day after.
| was outside, and a preschool class was walking by. A little girl stopped and asked me, “Are you all
better now?” and | was. | was ready to face whatever was in my future.

Whenever I'm in the church, | think of something Debra Beck would tell her four-year-old students.
She’d point to the risen Jesus on the cross and tell them that Jesus was welcoming them with a big
hug. | like to think that’s exactly what Our Savior does for everyone — welcomes us with a hug.

| received one of those hugs in 2018 when my husband died. The hug was in the arms and kind
words of Pastor Tony and so many people in this community, including John and Glenda Strang,
Jan, lvan Swartsfigure, Denise Kunz, Cindy Davis, Dorothy Schawk, and Kathy Mahaffey. They
walked with me during Ed’s long goodbye with Alzheimer’s. | will never forget it.

This morning, Jan and | watched the anniversary church service together. Jan needs all our
prayers and a hug from Jesus as she faces treatments for leukemia. Thank you, Pastor Tony, for
caring for Jan with words of hope and God'’s presence in this journey.

| know we can all celebrate the love that Our Savior Lutheran has given to the members, the
school, and the community for 65 years. And, the next time you’re sitting in the pew, let yourself
feel the welcoming hug Jesus offers to you.



Special Thank You's From Nancy Volz ooy o emcesatthe  —Page \F’ 4]
To all who participated in OSL’s 65th Anniversary Celebration, iyt /oSy fecepton 4\ |
|

We last celebrated our congregation's anniversary 15 years
ago. Since then, we have welcomed new members and
friends, making now a perfect time to share our story.

Thank you, thank you, thank you!

To all who participated in the Celebration Service: Pastor
Tony, who served as Preacher; Pastor Dick Arndt, who was
Liturgist; Juli Mellott, who shared her family testimony; John
Waldron, who provided beautiful flowers; Carisa Meier and
Glen Walters, who performed special music; the Praise Team
and Tech Team, who enhanced the worship experience;
Stanley Leonard, who contributed an original handbell
composition; and the Handbell Choir, who performed this
music for us.

To those who made the dinner special: Committee members who
coordinated the event; Debi Bauer, Ellen Clark, Agnes Karabetsos,
Kim Marshall, Juli Mellott, Nancy Volz, and Jan Withers, who

| managed key tasks; Linda Root, who provided assistance; Andy
Clark, who handled technical support; Juli Mellott, who designed
the logo and merchandise; Jan Withers, who provided photos;
Ellen Clark, who supplied the cake; the Fellowship Committee,

' who created the ornaments; and our speakers—Pastor Dick Arndt,
. Howard Fischer, Lerryn Latimer, Kristin Volz lannarone, Jane

' Nicklas, and Pastor Tony Durante—who shared meaningful words.

Handbell Festival 2020

2 24\ —=
And to all who attended the service and dinner, your presence
made it a grand celebration! Thank you for making the vision a
reality!
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at Our Savior Lutheran Church

Pastors and Installation Dates

Robert Grunow April 30, 1961 (2 V2 years)
Arthur Machinske September 15, 1963 (5 years)
Richard Arndt September 8, 1968 (12 years)
Larry Raudenbaugh  Interim

Walter Volz September 7, 1980 (21 years)

Retired Pastoral Assistants include:
George Loose, Martin Dienst, Eugene Krug, David Schmid and Luther Anderson, along with
nine vicars

Dan Czaplewski Assistant Pastor and Principal (Fall 1990)
Edwin Nicklas September 9, 2001 (13 years)

Retired Pastoral Assistants include: Elmer Medley, Jay Rader

Al Kirk Intentional Interim

Mark Abrams 8 months

Jeff Moore Intentional Interim

Tony Durante April 15, 2018 (8 years and counting!)

Walter Volz

Pastor Fd &
Jane Nicklas

 Pastor Arndt
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REV. ROBERT A. GRUNOW

FIRST OUR SAVIOR PASTOR
APRIL 30, 1961 § s

ARTHUR W. MACHINSKE
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1960s

The idea of mission outreach to Plantation was first discussed in 1960. At that time, the Florida-
Georgia District had already purchased land and was in the process of calling a pastor to serve the
new mission.

The first worship service was held on April 9, 1961, in the cafeteria of Peters Elementary School,
with 90 people in attendance. Robert Grunow was installed as the congregation’s first pastor on
April 30, 1961.

Within one year, a church building was completed and dedicated on April 8, 1962. The dedication
featured Oswald Hoffman as guest speaker. The original church, built at a cost of $125,000, seated
300 people and was fully air-conditioned.

Early childhood education began with a kindergarten program led by Addie Baurer. In 1962, the
Lutheran School Association was formed in partnership with OSL, Grace, Peace, and Trinity. Orlyn
Schlie served as the first principal of Lutheran Central, located at Trinity.

1970s
During the 1970s, the church experienced significant growth in both membership and spiritual life.

In 1972, an education building was constructed, featuring 12 classrooms, a kitchen, and a large
open space for events.

The early childhood program expanded to include 3- and 4-year-olds. Joan Brumbaum served as
director, followed by Barbara Fischer in 1978.

Also in 1972, the first Vacation Bible School (VBS) was held over two weeks, with 200 children
from the church and surrounding community attending.

Music and fellowship ministries flourished under choir director Gerry Gruenbaum. New groups
included the Couples Club, a senior group known as the “Keenagers,” and youth ministries—OSLY
(high school) and JOSLY (junior high).

In 1973, voting rights within the congregation were expanded to include 18-year-old males and all
women of the church.

1980s

In the 1980s, Pastor Volz established a vicarage program, through which nine vicars eventually
served the congregation.

In 1982, the Lutheran School Association determined that OSL should begin the Lutheran Central
West Campus. Groundbreaking for a new education building took place in January 1984, and the
building was dedicated just seven months later in time for the 1984—1985 school year.
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Children’s choir and handbell choir programs were also established during this decade. Marvin
Oestmann became principal of Lutheran Central and served as the church organist.

By the late 1980s, OSL'’s early childhood program and Lutheran Central West Campus were unified
as Our Savior Lutheran School. Dolores Bethmann began serving as church secretary in 1986.

1990s
The congregation stepped forward boldly in faith

during the 1990s, expanding the sanctuary and adding
Luther Hall as part of a major building program. During ~ §
construction, Sunday services were held in the education &%

building.

The new sanctuary was dedicated on December 12,
1993. Several meaningful elements from the original
church were incorporated, including the marble altar
top and the Risen Jesus figure placed on the cross.
Furnishings and woodwork were handcrafted in the
Bahamas by John Mitchell.

A two-story classroom and office addition was also
completed. Dan Czaplewski was called as the first
Assistant Pastor and School Principal.

The school received its first National Lutheran School
Accreditation (NLSA) in 1993. A Worship and Praise
service was introduced in 1995.
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Barbara Fischer was honored as OSL’s
first Educator of the Year in 1991.
Outreach efforts included support for
the Cooperative Feeding Program,
Project Angel Tree, the Lippman
Shelter, and Seafarers’ House at Port
Everglades.

. o

Jan Withers became church secretary
| in 1997.

2000s
Pastor Volz retired in August 2001.
After a brief interim period with Elmer
Medley, Ed Nicklas was installed as
pastor.
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The Praise Service evolved into a contemporary
worship service with communion, known as
Shout for Joy. The Crossways two-year Bible
study was offered multiple times, each with new
insights and learning opportunities.

A Visioning Day was held in November 2003.
Nancy Volz joined the staff as Finance Director
in 2000. Heather Bleier was called as Director
of Christian Education (DCE) in 2006 after
completing her internship in 2005.

Members who entered pastoral ministry
included Michael Wentzel (2002), Lisa Barry

(2002), Roy Olsen (2005), and Shane McCoy 7 AN ather Bleier, Jan
(2013). hers, Nancy Volz

Dorothy Schawk reorganized the Church Properties Board, introducing a system for members to
sponsor care zones around the church. The congregation received Plantation’s P.L.A.N.T. Award
and developed a church logo.

Jane Nicklas became principal in 2002. The Swing for Scholars Golf Tournament was established
in 2003.

Donna Swift (2004) and Linda Root (2009) were named Educator of the Year. The school
expanded with a 2-year-old program (2005) and middle school (2006), with its first eighth-grade
graduation in 2007. The School Annual Fund was established in 2006.

In 2009, participation in the Transforming Churches Network (TCN) led to the adoption of the vision
statement: Serving Christ — Serving Others — Changing Lives.

The church became an active mentoring partner with Mirror Lake Elementary School and
supported organizations such as LifeNet4Families, Mission: Haiti, and Food for the Poor. Music
groups regularly served in the community through singing and handbell performances.

2010s

In 2010, OSL received the Exemplary Congregation Award from the Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod (LCMS), with Ed Nicklas addressing the national convention.

The 50th Anniversary was celebrated in 2011 with three major events held in January, March, and
May.
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Principal Linda Root with Ms.
Carisa Meier (current organist
and 4" grade school teacher)

Pastor Walter D Volz celebrated 50 years of ordained
ministry. In his honor, the Reverend Walter D. Volz
Servant of Christ Award was established, with Libby
Martino as its first recipient. To date, 15 individuals have
received this recognition.

Ed Nicklas retired in 2013, followed by Jane Nicklas in
2014. Linda Root became School Principal in 2014.

Tony Durante was called to serve as shepherd in 2018.

2020s
The decade began with the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, followed by a period of
recovery and restoration for both the church and school.

Pastor Tony blessing
And the rest... is history! K-9volunteers, member
Chris Muller and Bolten

= J (January 2026).
Pastor Tony baptizing Jason Hollbrook

in2020 during the pandemic. |

Juli Melh'mreceiviny the Walter D. Volz
?rvamnfﬂl:ristﬂwardinznﬂ.‘
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Loved Through It All: A Hug from God and a Grateful Heart
by Belinda Aguilar

This is my story on how | became part of the Our Savior Lutheran Church and School Family.

| was working for a title company that was on Broward and 70th and when we purchased our home
in 2002, | would always take 5th Street to go home. | would drive by the church and say to myself “/
really have to get back to church”. However, | was too shy to go by myself.

The next year, | gave birth to Stephanie, my mom moved down from New Jersey to help me, and
the first thing she said was she needed to find a church. | told her | knew of one and | would drive
her, but she would go alone because | was still too shy to attend with her. March of 2004, Mom
finally convinces me to attend, and | take Stephanie with me—she’s 4 months old. As | walk in
carrying Stephanie, sitting in the front pew by the entrance is Marie Shanahan, Arlene Blumm,
Dorothy Schawk, Ed and Helene Craft. We sit behind them, and Arlene takes Stephanie from my
arms. It was that day Stephanie received a few more grandparents. A few months later, we became
members of Our Savior Lutheran. Every Sunday, | would attend, bringing Stephanie along, and
Pastor Nicklas’ sermons always helped put Stephanie to sleep.

When Stephanie was 3 years old, she became
very ill and was in the hospital for 3 weeks.
Pastor Nicklas, Judy Detwiler, and Marie
Shanahan came by to pray and spend some
time with us. When | needed emergency surgery,
Pastor Nicklas showed up pre-op and prayed
over me. | always knew that in my time of need, |
would have my church family.

Stephanie was a student at OSL from 3 years
old to 8th grade. I loved going to all the school
functions and the class trips to the zoo, St.
Augustine, Kennedy Space Center, and
Washington DC. There was a time when | lost my
job and was having a hard time finding work. It
was also getting hard to pay for Stephanie to attend school. | received a call from Linda Root, and
she told me that someone was going to take care of the tuition for the remainder of the school
year. | still don’t know who my angel was; but | thank you every day, even now because Stephanie
was able to stay attending OSL. Thank you to all the OSL teachers. You will always have a special
place in my heart.

Now, 2022 to 2024 were the years that challenged my faith. 2022 was Stephanie’s senior year of
high school and that meant college tours, prom and graduation; so, it was supposed to be a happy
milestone. However, at the beginning of the year, my dad and my brother’s health took a turn for
the worse, and mom’s dementia was starting to ramp up. In April 2022, my dad passes, so | go up
to New Jersey for the funeral and to pick up mom as my brother can no longer take care of her.

(Continued on the next page.)
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A month later, my brother passes and it's me taking care of Mom alone. | questioned many

times why God took my brother so young and left me to take care of Mom who was becoming
more forgetful and erratic so quickly. | felt like, “Why am | being punished?” | never did anything
wrong to anyone and | have my faith, so why would | be going through all of this? | got angry and
questioned, “What’s the point of going to church if my prayers aren’t answered?” So, | stopped
going. Then, | got really sick and was in the hospital for 4 days. Pastor Tony visited me and helped
me realize that this will pass and God is listening; so, | did go back to church. Stephanie was doing
well in college, and I eventually found the perfect place for Mom.

All was starting to finally get better until 2024, when Mom started to slow down drastically. | visited
her every day after work, and my only free time was Saturdays and Sunday mornings for church.

It was really taking a toll on me, and | was getting burned out; so, my husband and | planned this
big family road trip in July. But Mom took a turn for the worse. She passed two days before our trip,
and we were going to cancel it. During the planning of the funeral, | told Pastor Tony we were going
to cancel our trip and he said don’t. He told me that | should take the trip and reassured me there’s
a reason for everything. I'm so glad we went because | believed | saw Heaven on Earth. | sent
pictures to Pastor and told him I feel like | was being hugged by God.

Grand Teton Salt Flats, UT
National Park, WY

Something from that trip made us realize we needed a change and we knew that our time in Florida
has come to an end. It’s time for our next chapter. Last year, we were trying to figure out where

we were planning on moving to and did our research. We decided and took a trip to check out the
area—Minnesota. And yes, we know it’s cold. January of this year, we went back up and the highs
for those days were in the negatives, but we picked out our lot anyway. Now, the rush is to get our
house ready to sell here and start packing. Through this process, | felt the Spirit and a sense of
knowing we are doing the right thing.

| knew the first day driving by the church in 2002, this was going to be my church home, but now |
say goodbye to Florida and goodbye to my Our Savior family. Thank you all for welcoming me and
my family to this wonderful congregation. I'm going to miss you all, especially my hugs from Gloria
and Nancy. Thank you again, | love you all, and God bless.



GUESS WHO? (P.25)

ANSWERS:

A) Harriette Leslie with her late husband Warren.
B) Gail Krieg (née Gruenbaum).

€. Brad Heine with his late wife Sandra, son Nick,

& daughter Kimberly. ' ) _BillBurkhardt
D. Dolor & Mary Ginchereau Y
E.Bill Burkhardt
F. John Wheeler
BIRTHDAYS WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
MAY 31 JUNI
Heston Curry Frank and Beth Ahrens (54)
JUN 2 JUN 26 JUN 10
Susan Franjione Robert Johnson James and Pamela Leone (20)
Michael Gaffley Ray Long JUN 14
Raul Martinez Donna McLeod Robert and Belinda Aguilar (30)
JUN 8 JUN 28 JUN 24
Edward Stannard Jessica Mellott Dick and Linda Burkhardt (65)
JUN 9 Lorna and Bryan Goodluck (1,926)
James Maynard JUN 28
JUN 14 Charles and Sue Hofman (57)
Meredith Barboza
JUN 15 HELP US UPDATE ~ " BradHeine
JodiRurst  QUR DATABASE -
Carisa Meier If you are a
JUN 17 member and
Duane Srot have not seen
JUN 18 your birthday or
Debi Bauer anniversary listed
JUN 21 in our newsletter,
Tim Gaffley kindly contact Mika o
JUN 24 at, (954) 473-6888.
Lorna Goodluck  Not gure) if you're a GUESS WHO? (P-ZG)
JUN 25 member? Contact ANSWERS:
Michael Burkhardt us. C) Brad Heine with his late wife Sandra,
Brad Heine We'd love to help son Nick, & daughter Kimberly.
you find out! D) Mary & Dolor Ginchereau
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Our Savior Lutheran Church & School

8001 NW 5th Street, Plantation, Florida 33324

CHURCH SCHOOL
(954) 473-6888 (954) 370-2161
www.oslplantation.church www.oslplantation.school
Tony Durante, Pastor Linda Root, Principal
tdurante@oursaviorplantation.org Iroot@oursaviorplantation.org
Mika Durante, Administrative Assistant Danielle Durham, Assistant Principal
mdurante@oursaviorplantation.org ddurham@oursaviorplantation.org
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OW3tPOW  ALTARFLOWERDONATIONS @@ @OW
If you would like to direct your contribution toward our general flower fund, please write “Flower Fund”

on the memo line or envelope. For personal orders, kindly fill out the Chancel Flower Sign-Up slip and

include it with your payment. These are found below or in the pews. We currently only accept checks, cash, or
VANCO payments. Please notify the church office when giving through the VANCO app or website.

: CHANCEL FLOWERS SIGN-UP

If you would like to have flowers on the altar on a given Sunday in honor of someone, in memory of a
! loved one, or to commemorate a birthday, etc., all you need to do is fill out this form and put it in the

I offering plate. The cost is $25.00 per order; two pieces would cost $50.00. Call the church office if you
I have any questions, (954) 473-6888.

FOR OFFICE:
Name: # of bouquets
$
Date you would like flowers: L] Paid / /

In Honor, Memory, Celebration, or Thanksgiving of

Check this box if you would like to collect your flowers after the 10:30 a.m. service.
Any unclaimed flowers will be donated to a local nursing home. Thank you.




