
 

   OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
“Serving Christ—Serving Others—Changing Lives” 

 
March 29, 2020 

   Weekly Newsletter 
 

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY 
BAPTISM today at 11:30 a.m. 
STERLING QUINN GOOBECK  

Born September 26, 2019   
Son of Mathew and Rachel Goobeck 

 
In Sympathy 
Our Christian sympathy is extended to Jan 
Withers and family as they mourn the death of 
her AUNT JOAN LASHARR who died in the 
Lord on March 23, 2020 at the age of 85.  
 
Hospitalized or Surgery 
Dennis Adams underwent hip surgery on 
Thursday. 
 
Please Keep the Following Members in 
Prayer: David and Marianne DeMinck, Roger 
Detwiler, Debbie Holub, Jodi Waldron, Al 
Perry, Joe Mazzara, Michael Aldrich, Barbara 
and Howard Fischer, Rev. David Meier, Laci 
Vonada, Dorothy Schawk, Bea DelPapa, 
Norma Pollio, Virginia Machulak, Clinton 
Gibbs, Bob McClure, Linda Verdi, Art and 
Penny Lanning, Amy Mathis, Ron Bleier, 
Charles Cox, Peter Giesler, David Nickerson 
(husband of former teacher diagnosed with 
prostate cancer.) 
 
Assisted Living: Arthur Soman, Lillian Velez, 
Shirley Ray, Dorothy Hanser, Al and Melba 
Wilkat, Ken O’Brien, Marilyn Gruenbaum 
Rehabilitation at home: Dolores Bethmann, 
Sarah Tabor Hospice Care:  Michael Hea, 
Wayne Reinhardt, Beth Wies 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Other Prayer Requests  
China and all those affected by the 
coronavirus, Mika Durante teaching in Japan 
and Angela Hackney teaching in China (home 
until further notice), Church leadership. All 
former pastors and vicars of Our Savior, 
missionaries, chaplains, police, & firefighters. 
OSLS and Mirror Lake Elementary School, 
LifeNet4 Families, Food for the Poor, Mission 
Haiti, Alzheimer’s Association, Bold Justice, 
Our nation, leaders, president and all people 
in armed services. 
 
Members & Family in the Armed Services 
Austin Simms (nephew of Mitch and Kim 
VanSant) in North Carolina, Jonathan Riley 
(Nephew of Tammy Weidner) Private First 
Class, Marines, training in North Carolina. 
Jorge Peralta stationed in Virginia. 
Members:  Jonathan Brown has been 
deployed to an undisclosed base. Scott 
Tucek in Colorado Springs. Troy MacLean in 
Japan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Visit our website for up to date 
information about church services, 
newsletters and sermons.  
www.oslplantation.church 
 

Information for the audio 
services will be on the website 
under News and Events – 
Keeping Current. 

http://www.oslplantation.church/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         

 
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week at a Glance 
Sun. 3/29  

CHURCH SERVICE AUDIO 
10:00 A.M. 
Mon. 3/30 
Tues. 3/31 

Wed. April 1st  
LENTEN SERVICE AUDIO 

7:00 P.M. 
Thurs. 4/2 

Fri. 4/3 
Church Office Closed 

Sat. 4/4 
Sun. 4/5 

CHURCH SERVICES AUDIO 

BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES 
March 29th – April 5th      

Happy Birthday! 
29th Ashley Doeringer, 31st Elena 

Saunders, April 1st Monica Westby, 3rd 
Denise Kunz, Lucas Sears, 5th Kate 

Koontz,  
Happy Anniversary! 

31st Luis and Angie Rodriguez 30 years  
1st Duane and Carol Srot 31 years 

Here are some ways to give your 
offerings… 

 

Send a Text to 954-280-1671   
In the message box put the amount you 
would like to give (no dollar sign) and 
send. You will get a message with the 
secure link to Vanco for your information. 

 
Search for iOS/Android 
               App “GivePlus Church” 
Go online oslplantation.church 

At the bottom of the home page click on 
"Giving" in the red banner.  This will direct 
you to Vanco for Simply Giving. 

 

Church office will be open  

Mon. – Thurs. 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Office 954-473-6888  

Pastor Tony  

tdurante@oursaviorplantation.org  

Jan Withers  

jwithers@oursaviorplantation.org. 

 

Our Savior Lutheran School will 
be closed until further notice. 
Teachers are working online with 
students.  Princess for a Day has 
been postponed. Call the school 
office if you have any questions.  
954-371-2161 or email 
school@oursaviorplantation.org 
 

A work in progress 
A Christian is always in the process of 
becoming, never in the state of having 
become. The Christian life is not being 
pious but becoming pious, not being 
healthy but becoming healthy, not 
being but becoming, not rest but 
exercise. We are not yet [what we are 
to be], but we are becoming it. It is not 
yet done and has not yet happened. It 
is, however, going on and coming to be. 
It is not the end, but it is the way. 
 
—Martin Luther 

 

mailto:tdurante@oursaviorplantation.org
mailto:jwithers@oursaviorplantation.org
mailto:school@oursaviorplantation.org


 

 
  PLEASE READ THIS LETTER FROM OUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT 

 
March 21, 2020 
  
To:     All Congregations in the FLGA District 
From: Rev. Dr. Gregory S. Walton, President 
  
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
 Lenten greetings in the name of Jesus, the One who has victory over sin, death and even 
disease! 
 We are living in an unprecedented time that has many living in fear and feeling anxiety. Our 
true comfort can be found in the promises of Jesus. He is the Great Physician, and we can 
trust in Him even when the foundations of life seem to be shaking. Let me encourage you 
during these days to look to Him who says to us, “Let not your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?” John 14:1.  
 
 The recent outbreak of the COVID-19 virus points us in a very dramatic way to our Lenten 
journey. For Jesus it was a journey filled with sacrifice, pain, and ultimately death. However, 
death could not hold Him, and because of His Resurrection we can be confident that death 
(or disease) cannot defeat us either.  
 
 At this time we are strongly encouraging, based on the best advice from Government and 
Medical personnel, that congregations refrain from gathering at a church building for 
worship, even in small groups. This is a voluntary self monitoring now, but it may not be long 
before we find ourselves in the same predicament as New York and California, where 
restrictions are not optional. We are doing our best to equip pastors with tools to deliver 
God’s Word in a variety of new, electronic, ways at a critical time that does not endanger 
people, especially as the numbers of infected people rise in both Florida and Georgia. What 
this means is that many of us will potentially experience a very different kind of Sunday 
worship which may include our Easter celebration this year. Rather than gathering in our 
local church buildings, we will need to remain in smaller groups, practicing social distancing. 
Perhaps this is an opportunity for each of us to explore the difference between “going” to 
church and “being” the church. While we know the Church is God’s gathered people, we 
have often allowed it to become associated with a building facility. We remain the Church by 
virtue of our faith in Jesus! Is God forcing us to discover a new paradigm for worship? This 
remains to be seen. 
 Let me encourage you to consider how you might continue to “do” ministry in this unique 
time.  
 First, be in prayer. Pray for God’s intervention, pray for first responders, medical personnel, 
government officials and all who have responsibilities during these days. Pray for our 
pastors, teachers and other workers who seek to learn how best to provide spiritual care 
within the confines of proper care. Pray for those who are experiencing financial challenges 
due to current restrictions.  



 

  • Spend more time in God’s Word, seeking His direction and peace rather than binge 
watching Netflix or any number of popular shows. The District Website has posted a 
number of helpful resources to enable you to do this. We also have online services, 
daily devotions, and encouragement. Reread the Small Catechism—you’ll be amazed 
at how relevant it really is! While the internet is flooded with information about the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we have tried to provide updated and relevant information on 
our web page for our members and friends.  

• Continue to pray for and financially support your local congregation. This is a critical 
time for congregations, and your continued financial support is extremely important. 
Without it many congregations may not survive this crisis. There are a number of 
ways to give on-line, and many of our congregations already have this in place. For 
those that do not, there is information on our website to help establish this. If you 
need assistance call Jay Wendland or Laura Zirbel in our office (407-857-5556). 

• Let me also encourage you to stay active. Take walks, practicing social distancing, 
exercise, eat well and get rest. If you begin to feel sick, take the proper precautions. 
While you need to stay connected and aware of the latest news, take care not to allow 
yourself to become overly consumed with the news. Read a book or find another way 
to distract yourself for a bit of a sabbatical from the crisis all around us. Sing a hymn! 
Write some letters or emails to loved ones. As frustrating as it may seem, this time 
can really a gift to focus on strengthening our walk with Jesus. 

• Be sure to follow the CDC guidelines and the Government mandates. You can get 
updates on-line and on the media. God put the Government in place for our good, 
and, to date, I have not heard any agency seeking to restrict the Church or the free 
course of God’s Word. The call is for cooperation, not limitation. As frustrating as it 
may seem to be confined, we need to be a partner in our communities for the greater 
good and as a witness for Jesus.  

 We trust our Lord to care for us, but at the same time, this is an opportunity for every 
believer to shine the light of Jesus in their neighborhood. Check on neighbors, help with 
making sure those who are elderly have necessary groceries, do all you can to help “flatten” 
the curve, and reduce the impact of this killer virus. Each of us can make a difference by 
simply staying home and keeping our distance for the sake of everyone’s health. While 
isolating seems counterintuitive, it is the best thing that can be done to protect and show care 
for souls. 
  
Through it all, know that we are working together on behalf of all our ministries and 
members to provide resources and information to help us all get through this together. Be at 
peace. God is still Sovereign and He will never leave us nor forsake us. As Paul reminded the 
Philippian Church, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7.  
  
Your fellow servant in Jesus, 
Rev. Dr. Gregory S. Walton, President 
The Florida-Georgia District, LCMS   

 



 

March 29, 2020 Prayer Letter 
Prayers may be emailed to 

jwithers@oursaviorplantation.org 
(All anonymous prayers  
are given to the Pastor) 

 
WE GIVE THANKS AND PRAISE TO GOD FOR 

HIS BLESSINGS 
 “Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt His name 

together.” Psalm 34 
Laci Vonada, “thanksgiving for her mom’s 
successful surgery.” 
 

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S HEALING TOUCH 
Kim and Mitch VanSant ask us to pray for the 
Seminole Fire Chief Dipetrillo who is in critical 
condition with COVID-19. 
Julio and Andrea Orta, “Lord, we pray for all the 
doctors, nurses, medical professionals who are 
taking care of those who are sick and please 
protect them and guide them.” 
Steve and Mary Stephenson, seeks prayers for 
Danelle, her sister’s daughter and for Eric, Brian, 
Ron, Jim Kim, Thelma, Beth, Brenda, Buttons, 
Steve, Dave and Mary.  Also, all those fighting 
cancer and cystic fibrosis. 
Laci Vonada, asks us to pray for the global 
pandemic and for Jon’s dad suffering from non-
healing leg wounds. 
Beth Albrecht asks for prayers for her parents 
who are traveling to Israel for 2 weeks. Prayers 
for safe travel and for them to stay well. 
Jan Withers requests prayers for her sister, Ava, 
who is going through a very hard time in her life. 
Debra Beck requests continued prayers for her 
dad, James Sansenetti. 
Melissa Medrano seeks prayer for her home 
loan modification. 
Taetia Dorsett prays for personal healing and 
wellbeing for herself and her children. 
John Wheeler seeks prayer for all those 
affected by the corona virus. 
The Weidners ask for continued prayers for 
Alicia that the new chemo is effective. 
Rodger and Maureen Burrows request prayer 
for Cynthia Lackhansingh, Maureen’s sister in 
Trinidad, who is battling cancer. 

Jeffrey & Ashley Doeringer seek prayer for a 
healthy-easy pregnancy & delivery for Ashley 
and baby #3. 
Kim & Mitch Van Sant ask for continued 
prayers of healing for Joe. 
Beverly Embrack “A Special thank you to Judy 
Detwiler!” Please pray for healing for Roger 
Detwiler, Camille Pinkertan, Gail Cummings,  
Neville DeHaan, Alex Diamant, and the May 
family.  Thank you in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Judy Detwiler requests prayer for healing for 
Maria Krug, Dorothy Schawk, John Waldron, 
Barbara & Howard Fischer,  Ken O’Brien,  
Michael Aldridge, Beverly Rubinstein, Wayne 
Reinhart and Keith Ellie Sohmdt, Janice Adams, 
Pamela Leone, Barbara Medley, Beth Weiss, 
Laci Vonada , Ann Papp,  Christian Bifield,  
Sandy Kauffman, Dennis Adams, James Leone, 
Tom Christensen,  Sandy Heine, Marilyn 
Gruenbaum,  Duane Srot, Dolores Bethmann,   
Barbara Fischer,  Val & Al Perry, Esther 
Mastrullo, Ken O’Brien, Gloria Volz, Peter 
Geisler, Jim Kreissler,  Mary Hackney, Mike 
&Betty Hea, Kathleen Mathis, Louise Acton, 
Pastor Rader, Luke Strang, Dawn Schaffner,  
Tyler DrePaul,  Nancy Volz, Ruth McVey,  Amy 
Bontrager,  Lillian Velez, Sheila Dix,  Marie 
Shaw, Arlene Kleimeier,  Shirley Ray, Dorothy 
Hanser,  Edna Wesley, Marianne, Dave & 
Michael DeMinck,  Larry & Kristen McVey, Ellie & 
Amy Mathis, Glenda Strang, Sarah Tabor, Sue & 
Joe Franjione, Marie Wood, Lollie Sollanek, and  
Jane Sird. Less pain for Roger Detwiler.  
John and Glenda Strang request prayer for our 
great-nephew Nico, Glenda’s brother Charles, 
Glenda’s brother, Billy, Barbara S. dear friend. 
Glenda’s cousin April on waiting list for a liver 
and kidney transplant.  Baby Jaycee has kidney 
cancer.   Brenda, Jesse and Leslie, Pastor and 
Gloria Volz, Barbara and Howard Fischer, Roger 
and Judy Detwiler, Barbara Medley, Marilyn 
Gruenbaum, Ellie and Amy Mathis, Wayne 
Reinhardt, Al and Val Perry, Hank, Debbie 
Leslie, prayers for our Church, our country, 
military and our police officers.  
 



 

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S COMFORT, 
GUIDANCE, AND BLESSINGS 

“He gives strength to the weary and increases 
the power of the weak.”   Isaiah 40:29  

Karen Walbridge asks for prayers for the safety 
of all law enforcement officers, firefighters, and 
for our military that the Lord will wrap His loving 
arms around them and keep them safe from 
harm. 
Gerry Gruenbaum requests continued prayer 
for “Hope Women’s Center and their work to 
save the lives of unborn babies from the 
holocaust of abortion, the leading cause of death 
in America, & prayer for the care for the mothers 
of these children.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us at: 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
8001 Northwest 5th Street 
Plantation, Florida 33324 

Office - 954.473.6888 
Fax – 954-473-6895 

e-mail: 
church@oursaviorplantation.org 

Web site: www.oslplantation.church 
 

Tony Durante, Pastor 
tdurante@oursaviorplantation.org 

 

Jan Withers, Admin. Assist. 
jwithers@oursaviorplantation.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Facebook.com/olsPlantation 
 
 
 

 
 

DO YOU NEED HELP AT HOME? 
All Projects:   

Ivan Swartsfigure 954-865-2206 

Windows and Screens:  

Todd Zenchak 954.801.4226  

Swim Lessons: Cheryl Moore – 

954.562.1695 

Real Estate Agents: Jennifer Cislo Keller 

Williams Properties 954-560-2141. 

Mortgages and Consumer Loans 

Brian Warfel 954-538-6210 

Mary Kay Consultant: Desiree´ Gaffley 

954.614.5683   dgaffley@marykay.com 

Care Giver Fincetta Levy  954-864-5338 

Insurance (Auto, home etc):  

Tania Mcgann  954-424-4140 x2224 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE at www.oslplantation.church   
Watch Sermons, Events Calendar, Weekly 
Newsletter, a Link to our Facebook Page. You can 
even make your donations through the website. 

 

 

See(k) first 
On Facebook, I can “follow” as many 
people as I want, viewing their 
messages, photos and activities. But I 
can choose only 30 to “see first” — that 
is, to prioritize in my news feed. As of 
this writing (Facebook changes often), if 
my “see first” list is full and I want to 
add someone new, I must “unprioritize” 
someone else. 
That leads me to ponder bigger matters: 
I often claim to follow Jesus, but what 
might I need to “unprioritize” to make 
him not just a priority but the priority 
in my life? To what do I devote time and 
attention but ought to let go to follow 
Christ more closely? What activities, 
behaviors and values do I need to not 
just bump from my “see first” list but 
“unfollow” or “block” entirely? Perhaps 
they are antithetical to discipleship or 
simply take too much time away from 
prayer, Scripture and service. 
This dilemma isn’t unique to the digital 
age. Facebook parlance is about what 
we “see first,” but in Matthew 6:33 
Jesus says, “Seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness” (ESV, italics 
added).  —Heidi Mann 

 

mailto:church@oursaviorplantation.org
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mailto:tdurante@oursaviorplantation.org
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