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Hospitalized or Surgery 
Joan LaSharr, Aunt Joan fell and underwent 
surgery for a broken hip and wrist. 
 
Please Keep the Following Members in 
Prayer: David and Marianne DeMinck, Roger 
Detwiler, Debbie Holub, Jodi Waldron, Laci 
Vonada, Al Perry, Joe Mazzara, Bill May, 
Michael Aldrich, Barbara Fischer, James Leone, 
Bob Johnson, Ellen Clark 
 

Assisted Living: Lillian Velez, Shirley Ray, 
Dorothy Hanser, Ken O’Brien, Al and Melba 
Wilkat, Rehabilitation at home: Sarah Tabor, 
Dolores Bethmann, Marilyn Gruenbaum, 
Hospice Care:  Michael Hea, Wayne Reinhardt, 
Beth Wies,  
 

Other Prayer Requests  
Mika Durante teaching in Japan and Angela 
Hackney teaching in China, Church leadership. 
All former pastors and vicars of Our Savior, 
missionaries, chaplains, police, & firefighters. 
OSLS and Mirror Lake Elementary School, 
LifeNet4 Families, Food for the Poor, Mission 
Haiti, Alzheimer’s Association, Bold Justice, Our 
nation, leaders, president and all people in 
armed services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Flowers that adorn our chancel were given by: 
Karen Walbridge, in honor of our veterans, and 
in praise for many blessings. 

 
 
Members & Family in the Armed Services 
R.J. Warfel (nephew of Brian Warfel-
undisclosed), Austin Simms  (nephew of Mitch 
and Kim VanSant) in North Carolina, Anthony 
Valladares in Parris Island, Jessica Lee (niece 
of Randy & Lynne Steinbeck) in Germany.  
Jonathan Riley (Nephew of Tammy Weidner) 
Private First Class, Marines, training in North 
Carolina. 
Members:  Brian Strang in USA West Point, US 
Army Garrison. Jonathan Brown  has been 
deployed to an undisclosed base. Scott Tucek 
in Germany. Troy MacLean  in Japan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS TODAY 
Adult Bible Class series which covers various 
topics concerning the formation of the church 
and its maturity and how it affects our lives.   
 The class is led by John Strang in an 
interactive setting with individual participation 
in the discussions encouraged.  Classes start 
at 9:20 am and last 45 minutes. 

 

 

OUR SAVIOR OFFERS TWO SERVICES ON SUNDAY MORNING 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Service with Holy Communion 

10:30 a.m. Traditional & Contemporary Service with Holy Communion 
Children’s Message during 10:30 service and a “Kids Connect” 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School, Bible Classes “Unity Time” 

Our annual Trashcan Turkey 

Potluck Lunch is always a highlight 

of our year and we can't wait to 

have you join us!  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH  

12:15 pm 

PLEASE SIGN-UP IF YOU PLAN 

ON ATTENDING. 
Sign-up sheets at the guest center 

 
A free will offering will be collected for 

the Roof Fund! 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
WOMEN'S GROUP MEETING  
Monday, November 18 at 7:00 P.M. It will be 
the Thanksgiving Holiday Social. All women 
are invited. We will be playing games and 
refreshments will be severed. 
All women welcome --come and join the fun. 

This Week at a Glance 
Sun. 11/10 

VETERAN’S DAY RECOGNITION 
Fundraiser at Buster’s Restaurant 

Services 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study 9:20 a.m. 

Kids Connect 10:30 a.m. 
Mon. 11/11 

Veteran’s Day 
No School/Offices Closed. 

Tues. 11/12 
Wed. 11/13 

Bible Brunch 10:00a.m. 
Handbell Practice 6:30 p.m. 

Choir Practice 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs. 11/14 

Praise Team Practice 7:00 p.m. 
Fri. 11/15 

Church Office Closed 
Sat. 11/16 

Prayer Team Meeting 9:00 a.m. 
Sun. 11/17 

Confirmation Sunday 
Fellowship Breakfast 

Services 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study 9:20 a.m. 

Kids Connect 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, November 10 

VETERAN’S DAY RECOGNITION 

Family Event at  

Buster’s New England Seafood  

12:30 pm till closing 

Fundraiser!   

See flyers in each entrance of the church. 
 

Monday, November 11 

No School/Offices Closed 

In honor of Veteran’s Day 
 

Saturday, November 16 

Prayer Team Meeting 9:00 a.m. 

Work Day 9 – noon 

(Laying sod and minor repairs) 

Sunday, November 17 

Fellowship Breakfast 

Confirmation Sunday 
 

Monday, November 18 

Women’s Group Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, November 24 

3rd-5th Grade Students Singing at 10:30 

Trash Can Turkey Lunch 12:15 
 

Wednesday, November 27 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Wednesday, November 27th  

 7:00 p.m. 

Let us worship together and center our 
hearts on giving thanks to the giver of all 
good gifts, the almighty and ever-living God.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR FRIENDS AT LIFENET4FAMILES  
NEED OUR HELP! 

Each month on the second Sunday of the 
month our congregation is gracious and 
giving to our hungry friends at 
LifeNet4Families. We gather both food items 
and also monetary donations for this cause.  
Recently we learned that every $1 we give, 
they are able to buy $5 worth of food!  In 
other words, monetary donations are worth 
more than our food donations.  Please 
consider giving cash or check to LifeNet.  
The basket is located in the front entrance of 
the church. 

O beautiful for heroes proved 
Newscaster Tom Brokaw went to the 
beaches of Normandy in June 2004 to honor 
the thousands of soldiers who invaded 
France 60 years ago. Part of his report 
included an interview with a survivor of the 
invasion, an old veteran named Harold 
Baumgarten. He had been with 29 other 
soldiers who jumped from a landing craft to 
rush onto the beach while bullets peppered 
them incessantly. Only two of the group of 
30 men survived the day. Baumgarten 
himself was wounded in his jaw and had to 
wait a day before he could be treated. 
Altogether on that one day some 4,900 
soldiers died. 
Harold Baumgarten was only 19, but such an 
experience made him a serious young man 
who, thanking God that he had survived, 
vowed to make his life count for something. 
He decided to become a physician and to 
dedicate himself to serve anyone who came 
to him, particularly veterans. 
Dr. Baumgarten kept his fees low so that 
those with smaller incomes would feel 
comfortable seeking his care. In his mind, he 
was serving on behalf of his fellow soldiers 
who had died. 
Thinking of the good Dr. Baumgarten has 
done in life, one wonders what positive 
contributions the many American men and 
women who died in the service could have 
made had they survived. 
Katherine Lee Bates, who penned “America 
the Beautiful” (1904), was surely thinking 
about such veterans when she wrote the 
third stanza: 
O beautiful for heroes proved 
In liberating strife. 
Who more than self the country loved 
And mercy more than life! 
America! America! 
May God thy gold refine 
Till all success be nobleness 
And every gain divine! 

 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO 

GOD’S LOVE IN CHRIST 
As measured by our church attendance: 
These numbers represent Jan. – Dec. 
Average Sunday Attendance 218 
Average Last Year    208 
Attendance 11/3/19  209 
  

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

  

Meet other Members of the Lay Ministry Board 

RONALD J.  BERCHERT 
Ron is originally from Chicago, Illinois and has been a 
Lutheran for 78 years. He has lived in Florida for the past 
26 years after retiring from the U.S. Government in 1994 
as a social worker. He also taught college for 16 years in 
the field of art.  In his last three churches he served as an 
Elder and Head Elder, St. Marks and Trinity of Ft. 
Lauderdale for 15 years, and also held many church 
offices including Vice President in charge of Fellowship. 
He came to Our Savior in December of 2017. Ron attends 
the 8:00 service and is known for making delicious bread.  
Try some at the next Fellowship Breakfast.                                        

What is the Lay Ministry Board?  
The Lay Ministry Board shall consist of at least seven members, including the Chairperson. 
The Lay Ministers assist the pastor in carrying out his duties in the congregation.    The board will 
provide for the spiritual well-being of the congregation and the pastor. 
The Lay Ministry Board shall: 

• Schedule appropriate regular and special worship services to provide for the spiritual needs 
of the congregation. 

• Schedule Sunday and weekday Bible classes to gather people around God’s Word. 
• Contact members who have been absent from worship. 
• Advise the Pastor of members needing pastoral care. 
• Visit hospitalized and homebound members. 
• Provide greeters for each Sunday worship service. 
• Pray for and encourage the Pastor, staff, other congregational leaders and members. 
• Monitor the spiritual, emotional and physical, health and welfare of the Pastor, the staff and 

their families. 
 

 

LACI VONADA 
Hello and blessings to all. My name is Laci Vonada and I have been a 
member of Our Savior for a little over a year. My husband Jonathan 
and I were married in July of 2018. We have had a hectic but 
wonderful first year of marriage. We do not have any children yet, but 
have a wonderful fur-baby, Robbie, that you will see at church with 
me on Sundays. I am still relatively new to the Lutheran church, I 
grew up Baptist, but took lessons and joined the LCMS family in 2016 
after my husband, who grew up in the Lutheran church, and I began 
seriously dating. I grew up in Sebring Florida and have lived in South 
Florida for about 3 years. Since joining Our Savior, I have been a part 
of the Roof Replacement Committee and was also on the praise team 
for a short while and am currently the Vice President of Mission 
Services for the LWML Gold Coast Zone. I look forward to getting to 
know more of the wonderful members of Our Savior and serving God 
and our congregation in any way I can as a member of the Lay 
Ministry Board. 

 

 



 

Live Plants for Altar 
By Laci Vonada 
“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our 

God endures forever.” – Isaiah 40:8 

To quote Martin Luther “God writes the gospel not in the 
Bible alone, but on trees and flowers and clouds and stars.” 

Each week we have two flower arrangements on our altar. 

Some weeks these are paid for by the members of our church 

in honor or memory of loved ones or special events, but other 
weeks the church must pay for them with funds from the 

budget. To save some of those funds, which adds up to about 

$1500 a year, for use on maintenance, repairs or to put 
towards our roof, we are going to purchase two live plants to 

place on the altar on weeks that a member has not signed up to 

pay for the flowers. We are looking for members that would 

like to donate funds to go towards these plants and the 
decorative planters they will be going in. The up-front cost for 

this project is between $100-$125. I will take care of 

purchasing, transplanting, and maintaining these plants each 
week. If you feel the desire to help us with this project, please 

donate the funds and note that they are for the altar plants. 

Please see the photo of the beautiful plants we are looking to 
have for our altar. I will have a table set up once per quarter in 

the breezeway on the Sundays we have our fellowship 

breakfast for those who wish to pay for altar flowers, or you 

can note that you would like to provide the flowers for a 
service on your connect card each week. 

 
SIGN UP TO PUT FLOWERS ON THE CHANCEL AREA ON SUNDAYS! 

If you would like to have flowers on the altar on a given Sunday in honor of 

someone, in memory of a loved one, someone’s birthday, etc.  All you need to do is 

fill in this form and put it in the offering plate.  The cost is $20.00 per order 2 pieces 

would be $40.00 (on the same date). Call the church office with any questions.  

954-473-6888. 

 

Name_______________________________________________________ 

 

Date you would like flowers_____________________________________ 

 

In Honor, Memory or Thanksgiving for ____________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

                                                       
 

Congratulations to Our Savior 
We started a journey, to maintain Our Father’s House, less than two years ago. It was by 

the faith of the congregation that we voted to replace the roof and allocate $275,000 for 

repairs. Many leaks were causing severe damage to the structure and the ceiling in the 

back of the sanctuary plus costing thousands of dollars for leak repairs. We are happy to 

inform the congregation that we were able to do more than just replace the church’s roof 

while staying under budget. The following is what has been accomplished: 

• Replace the shingle roof over the sanctuary 

• Replace the metal roof over Luther Hall 

• Replace the roof over the church office, breezeway, and first classroom with high-

efficiency materials 

• Replace the gutters 

• Repair the stucco over Luther Hall 

• Repair and paint the ceiling in the back of the sanctuary 

• Paint exterior church building 

• Replace ceiling tiles in the church office 

• Replace lightning rods over the sanctuary roof 

In fifteen months we raised $170,000. This was due to the hard work of many people that 

volunteered hundreds of hours and of course all those that made contributions to the roof 

fund and supported the fundraisers. Additional funds were needed and we approved using 

$44,000 from the reserve fund and a $75,000 loan from LCEF at a very favorable rate. 

We have been making payments on the loan and the balance is now $69,000 and soon we 

will apply $25,000 in unused funds to the loan. The goal is to pay off the loan in less than 

one year from now. This can only happen if we continue with contributions to the roof 

fund and support upcoming fundraisers. 
 

By the Grace of God we have accomplished much in the last few months. The entire roof 

committee would like to thank everyone that has supported this very worthwhile project. 

  

Dorothy Schawk 

Chairperson 

 

John Strang 

Leader Contractor Team 



 

   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 THANK YOU TO THE ROOF REPLACEMENT COMMITTEE AND 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WHO SUPPORTED THIS PROJECT AND 

CONTINUE TO WORK ON PAYING THE LOAN OFF IN 2020!! 



 

Contact Us at: 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
8001 Northwest 5th Street 
Plantation, Florida 33324 

Office - 954.473.6888 
Fax – 954-473-6895 

e-mail: 
church@oursaviorplantation.org 

Web site: www.oslplantation.church 
 

Tony Durante, Pastor 
tdurante@oursaviorplantation.org 

 

Jan Withers, Admin. Assist. 
jwithers@oursaviorplantation.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Facebook.com/olsPlantation 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DO YOU NEED HELP AT HOME? 
All Projects:   

Ivan Swartsfigure 954-865-2206 

Windows and Screens:  

Todd Zenchak 954.801.4226  

Swim Lessons: Cheryl Moore – 

954.562.1695 

Real Estate Agents: Jennifer Cislo Keller 

Williams Properties 954-560-2141. 

Mortgages and Consumer Loans 

Brian Warfel 954-538-6210 

Mary Kay Consultant: Desiree´ Gaffley 

954.614.5683   dgaffley@marykay.com 

Companion Elaine Bennett 954-424-4373 

Care Giver Fincetta Levy  954-864-5338 

Insurance (Auto, home etc):  

Tania Mcgann  954-424-4140 x2224 

Pharmacy  (free delivery): 
Avia-Ann Lezeau 954-990-5145 
Licensed Massage Therapist: 
Julia Gusmao 954-654-3018 
Kadyrah Payne Portrait Photography 
contact number 646-504-9589  
email  dreamyourphotos@gmail.com   
website  dreamcreativestudios.com 
 
   
 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE at www.oslplantation.church   
Watch Sermons, Events Calendar, Weekly 
Newsletter, a Link to our Facebook Page. You can 
even make your donations through the website. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES 
November 10th - 16th  

Happy Birthday! 
10th Jennafer Mellott, Julio Sarmiento, 
Avery Williamson, 11th Sandra Curry, 

12th Lou Gerak, Sue Hofman,  
Sean Koontz, Kay Swaysland, 

Tiffany Weidner,13th Craig Cala, 
14th Debbie Schelong, 16th Catherine Curry, 

Carol MacLean, Edward Sears, 
Mary Stephenson 

 

 

1st Quarter Citizenships recipients  
K - Dylan Robbins  
1 -  Giovanni Daniel  
2 - Cayla Rakovavic  
3 - Avery Williamson  
4/5 - Tanveer Chema 
MS - Danielle James (not pictured)  
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