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There is a widely-

circulated parable of a man
who falls into a deep pit
from which he is unable to
escape and is discovered by
different passersby who
each offer him advice on his
predicament. The pit in the
story represents suffering.
The advice of each
passersby illustrates
doctrines and philosophies
of the world regarding how
we explain our suffering. In chapter 2:7-8, Satan afflicts Job
with painful sores all over his body. For chapters 3-22
imagine Job in his affliction as the man who has fallen into
the proverbial deep pit out of which he is unable to climb.
When doing these daily devotions imagine yourself in Job’s
place as you think of a personal trial (emotional, physical or
financial) you have endured. Imagine Job’s friends who visit
him as passersby who offer him advice about his
predicament from the rim of the pit. Think of doubts you
entertain during your suffering as you read their words to
Job in the book.
It is interesting to note that Job is a non-Israelite. Biblical
historians believe he may have lived in a time before Israel
was a nation between 1000-2000 BC, in the land of Uz (Job
1:1), a territory east of the Jordon River. His friends were
also from various regions in the area. Eliphaz was from
Teman in the land of Edom, Bildad from Shuah in the Arabian
Desert, Zophar from Naamah in Canaan and Elihu from Buz.
As you read their replies to Job’s cries consider how Eliphaz
being a descendant of Esau had been deceived by Jacob
might have shaped his theology. Or How Zophar, a Canaanite,
might have understood suffering.

DAY 1/JOB 3
A young dad once said, “I don’t plan to have anymore
children. I just can’t imagine bringing another child into such
a world as this.” As Job finds himself in the pit of suffering in
chapter 3, he saying that he wishes he was never born…





In what sense is every human creature born in an
inescapable pit?
Describe the pit into which you have been born.
Read Job 3 and consider how Job sees himself as born
in a pit.
See v. 20. If the pit is suffering in this life, then list
some things that are the “light” and “life” we find in
Christ.

DAY 2/JOB 4
Job 4 “Only the Bad Die Young” is the title of an article that
explores the short existence of extremist groups. Eliphaz
shares his idea about this why in his comments to Job.





Read Job 4 and consider what it says about original
sin, the curse of unrighteousness and mortality all
humans have inherited from Adam but what it says
about Jesus who had no sin.
See v. 17. How are these rhetorical questions actually
addressed in Philippians 2:5-11.
See Job 4:6. How is confidence in Christ our piety and
hope in him our blamelessness? (see Romans 3:22).

DAY 3/JOB 5
The old English proverb says, “To err is human; to forgive is
divine”. That tendency to err is the pit where humanity finds
itself with only the divine for rescue.
 Read Job 5 and see what Eliphaz says about the
human inclination to err and about divine
forgiveness.
 How does Jesus make forgiveness both divine and
human? (See Matthew 9:1-8).
 See Job 5:17. What are some ways you have been
blessed by God’s correction?

DAY 4/JOB 6-7
Dr. Jack Kevorkian (a.k.a. Dr. Death) was known for his
promotion of physician assisted suicide, believing patients
have a right to die. Has Dr. Kevorkian had found Job in his pit
of suffering how might he have responded to Job’s cries?



Read Job 6-7, think of a time in your own life when
you wished you could die and yet held on in hope that
God would answer.
See Job 7:17-20. How does knowing God watches over
you help you to hold on in suffering. (See Psalm 121).

DAY 5/JOB 8
Victim blaming is when a victim of the crime assigned some
blame for what happened to them. Bildad is clearly blaming
Job for falling into the pit in today’s reading.



Read Job 8. Consider what even the “guilty victim” is
spared by being made pure through faith in Christ.
See Luke 3:7-18. In what sense were the crowds
trying to escape through baptismal waters the fate of
the impure who forget God (see Job 8:13-22)?

DAY 6/JOB 9-10
Immortal, invisible God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eye,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.
The opening stanza of the hymn echo Job’s description of
God in today’s reading. And yet, he feels God has ‘plunged
him into a slime pit.’




Read Job 9 & 10. Reflect on how the immortal,
invisible God only wise would be of comfort to him if
he knew him as Christ, the man.
See vv.32-35. How has God being man in Christ
allowed for us experience what Job desires of God in
his suffering?
What does this teach us about the role of the church—
the body of Christ—when people suffer?

DAY 7/JOB 11




“In 500 ft make a Uturn.” The voice of the
audio GPS speaks up
when we miss our turn
on the road. Without the
correction our drive can
be very miserable. The
word repent actually
means to make a U-turn.
Zophar questions Job’s
notion that he is on the
right path and believes
Job has missed his turn.

Read Job 11 and note how God relieves suffering
when the sinner turns to him.
See vv.13-20. Zophar says, “You will…” But why
should he actually say it is God who will lift up the
repentant? (See Luke 18:9-14).

DAY 8/JOB 12

“Who’s in Charge?” was printed in red across the cover of the
Jehovah’s Witness’ magazine that one of their proselytizers
left with me. It is their belief that Satan is in charge here…





To be in the world is to be in a snake pit. St John has a
vision of the dragon (also known as Satan) being
thrown into the abyss or a bottomless pit in
Revelation 20:1-3. In 12:13, he was hurled down to
the earth. List some ways in which Satan does
dominate the world.
Read Job 12. Make note of all the ways Job sees God as
really being in charge.
See v. 16. If Jesus descended to hell to proclaim his
victory, what victory is he also proclaiming in your
hell in this life?

DAY 9/JOB 13






So, what would you say to the man
fallen in the pit? People often ask what
do you say to a person who has suffered
a loss. I often remind them that God has
given us two ears and one mouth: listen
more than you speak. Or as James put it,
“Be quick to listen and slow to speak.”
Consoling someone is more about how
we listen than what we say. Listen to
them cry, Listen to them vent. Listen to
them ask angry questions. Listen for
God speaking.

Read Job 13. Note the importance of listening and of
the sufferer’s need to be heard.
What kindness does God show to us by being silent
(voiceless) as we grieve: how does God do for us what
Job’s friends failed to do with their talking? (Exodus
20:18-19)
What does Jesus teach us with his three days of
silence in tomb while his disciples grieved?

DAY 10/JOB 14
In an episode of the
Twilight Zone titled, Escape
Clause, a man to whom the
devil had granted
immortality suddenly finds
himself sentenced to life in
prison. At which point the
man wants to be made
mortal again…



Read Job 14. If life in the body (with all its aches,
aging and decreasing function) is being in a pit,
consider God’s grace to humanity in limiting our
earthly lives to no more than 120 years.



See Matthew 24:22, 1 Corinthians 15:53-54 and 2
Corinthians 4:14-18. How does faith in Christ cause us
to seek what Job sought in chapter 14?

DAY 11/JOB 15

DAY 12/JOB 16-17
See the video clip at
https://getyarn.io/yarnclip/9ff062de-e10f-4aa4-a5323a6bd3bc3c51

When my daughter
was in high school a
boy once stopped her
in the in the halls. He
pointed to another
boy standing with her
and said, “He likes
you.” It is interesting
how we send others
to speak for us. The
word intercessor is
used in the Bible to
describe those who
speak to God on
behalf of another.

In the movie Rambo III Sylvester
Stallone plays a lone Vietnam
War veteran in Afghanistan who
fights his way into a Soviet prison
camp to rescue a kidnapped
friend. One of the captors,
irritable over the audacity of the
one-man assault, asks the prisoner, “Who does this Rambo
think he is? God?” The captive answers wryly, “No, God
would have mercy. He won’t.” In today’s reading Job in his pit
of affliction gets no mercy from a passerby who chides him,
presuming to speak for God but does not.




Read Job 15. What is some truth in Eliphaz’ reply to
Job?
See v. 11 What gentle consolation do we receive from
God in our suffering that passersby often fail to give?
(Also see John 8:10-11)
People who are crying out to God in pain are already
enduring the curse on creation, the consequence for
Adam’s sin. See the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12).
What’s Jesus teaching us about the godly response to
those who suffer?

 Read Job’s
complaint in chapter
16 and see how he
defines an intercessor
vv. 20-21



Consider Job’s impression of what God is like and why
he would feel that he needs an intercessor to talk to
him.



In vv. 20-21, how is Job describing what Jesus is for us
today? (See Hebrews 5:7)
o How is Job describing the Holy Spirit? (See
Romans 8:26-27)

DAY 13/JOB 18

DAY 14/JOB 19

One day I saw a
circling horsefly that
had followed me
through the side door
of garage fly right into
a hungry spider’s
web.

A question on the seminary entrance exam read, “Does the
Old Testament have clear and specific references to the
resurrection or does it just only hint at it?” Few references
are clearer than what you will find in the Old Testament
Book of Job.
Read Job 19 and find Job’s confession of faith in the
resurrection through a coming Messiah. Observe how it
helps him endure has been accused and rejected by his
friends over suspicion of his guilt.
See. V.25-27 If you were left abandoned in a hole by fair
weather friends, what are some ways the knowledge of a
living Redeemer who will raise you from the dead help you
endure your predicament?





As you read Job 18 think of someone like a Hitler or
the Devil and what God has planned for him.
Explain the satisfaction you get in seeing the bad guy
get punished.
Job had committed no specific act deserving the
punishment that Bildad described...neither did Jesus.
(See 2 Corinthians 5:21) List some prophecies in Job
18 of what Jesus, an innocent man, would suffer for
us—guilty sinners—to spare us from it the same.

DAY 15/JOB 20
Jesus says, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever
loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.36 What
good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit
their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their
soul?” (Mark 8:34-35). Zophar, in his rebuttal to Job, seems
to believe that what a person possesses is a sign that he is
saved but not what he loses. In other words, his not being in
the pit like Job means that he is good and righteous.




Read Job 20. How does it remind us that the certainty
of salvation is found not in earthly possessions but in
the losing of our lives for Jesus and gospel?
How is v. 20 more like what Jesus is saying in Mark
8:36 compared to what Zophar is thinking?

DAY 16/JOB 21
An unitarian once asked, “Why does God allow people do to
evil things throughout the ages? Why doesn’t he stop them?”
In today’s passage Job seems to making this observation: the
wicked seem to cruise through life without any consequence
for their actions; they seem to avoid ever falling into the pit.




Read Job 21. Consider how Job is describing how God
deals with you as a sinner until you come to
repentance.
Relate Job 21:30 to 2 Peter 3:3-9.

DAY 17/JOB 22

In the UFC cage fighting one can defeat his opponent by
knockout or by “submission”—seizing the other in a
wrestling hold until he taps his hand in surrender or loses
consciousness. In today’s text Eliphaz thinks Job is in a pit
fighting with God and is telling him it is time to submit to
God’s hold on him.
Jacob was called Israel—Wrestles with God and Man—when
he overcame in his physical tussle with God incarnate.




Read Job 22. What does it reveal about the kinds of
doubts we must overcome as we wrestle with God
and man?
The Apostle Paul wrote about the Jews of his day,
“Since they did not know the righteousness of God and
sought to establish their own, they did not submit to
God’s righteousness. 4 Christ is the culmination of the
law so that there may be righteousness for everyone
who believes.” See Job 22:21. Why are Job’s friends
the ones who need to submit to God?

