Welcome!

A joyous welcome to all who have come to celebrate the birth of our Lord!

Members, guests, visitors: Welcome to worship on this holy night.
We gather to walk with the shepherds, to sing with the angels,
to worship at the manger of the Child born as Savior of the world.

INFORMATION FOR OUR GUESTS
WELCOME
TO OUR
WORSHIP!
ATTENDANCE
SLIPS

RESTROOMS
AND WATER
FOUNTAINS
RECEIVING
COMMUNION

Monday, Dec. 25th
One Worship
Service 10:00 a.m.

We want you to feel at home here so we are providing the
following information to make your visit as pleasant as possible.
When the offering is being collected, all are asked to complete the
“Connection Card” which is in your bulletin. Please print your
address, e-mail and telephone number on the slip so that we may
better serve you and send you more information
Restrooms are located off both the front and rear entrances to the
sanctuary. Signs are located on the wall.
Please read the communion statement in this worship folder. The
Common Cup and Individual Cups are both available. White
grape juice is found at the center of the Individual Cups for those
having that medical need. Please advise an usher if you need to
commune in your pew.

May the blessings of Christmas be yours!
Sunday, Dec. 31st
One Worship
Service 10:00 a.m.

If you are interested in Our Savior Lutheran Church and would
like to receive the church’s literature and announcements, please
indicate on your connection card in your bulletin, and give your
e-mail and mailing address. We are eager to serve you in the
name of Christ, and we offer our ministry to you in the name
of the Gospel.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE at www.oslplantation.church Watch Sermons, Events
Calendar, Weekly Newsletter (under News and Events tab - Keeping Current)
and a Link to our Facebook Page (under About tab – Contact Us)
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Our Savior Lutheran Church
8001 Northwest 5th Street
Plantation, Florida 33324

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
“Let us Celebrate the Birth of Christ our King”

December 24, 2017 - 7:00 p.m.
Jeffery Moore, Interim Pastor

As We Gather – Please take a moment to fill out the “Connection Card”
“Glory to God in the highest!” The expression of praise by the heavenly host on the night when Jesus was
born into our world has echoed through the ages. As we gather for this most special day, we find joy in
repeating the words of God’s heavenly messengers. The angels proclaimed a message of peace and good
will, a word from God that was appearing in the Word made flesh—the baby Jesus born to bring the light
of redemption to a people on earth lost in darkness. “Gloria in excelsis Deo!” Whether we are singing in
English or Latin or some other language, the message of the words is what matters. We worship our Lord
and rejoice in the glory of Christmas!

THE PRELUDE
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN (stand)
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant.
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels.
Refrain

O come, let us adore Him. O come, let us adore Him.
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation.
Sing, all ye citizens of heav=n above.
Glory to God in the highest. Refrain
Yea, Lord we greet Thee, born this happy morning.
Jesus to Thee be glory giv=n.
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! Refrain

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: We begin this holy night in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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P: Dear Christian friends, tonight is the night we've been waiting and preparing for. God's
angels announced the first Christmas to shepherds—and the shepherds were afraid!
Like all faithful Israelites, they were expecting the Messiah, but when God finally came so
close to them, it frightened them, because they recognized their sinfulness in the
presence of the holy angels. On this night when God comes close to us, we also should
remember our sins and ask His forgiveness.
C: Dear Lord Jesus, we confess that we are sinful, that we have no right to sing and
worship with your angels. We have no right to approach your manger, and we
have no gifts to bring You. But this is why You came to us, to forgive us and
accept our worship, tonight and always. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.
P: Once God used angels to announce His forgiveness—now He uses us to tell that news
to each other. As your pastor, I can tell you from God that He does forgive and accept
us. His peace and good will are ours for the sake of His only Son, Jesus. As His servant,
therefore, I forgive you all your sins, in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen! Thanks be to God who has delivered us!
(be seated)

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
P: Tonight is the night for which we have been waiting. The Advent wreath is completed
with the Christ candle in the center. “For unto us a child is born, unto us a Savior is
given and the government of the world will be upon his shoulders.” With the birth of
Christ our lives are centered, focused, turned toward God. We light this candle because
Christ is the center of our lives.
THE CHRIST CANDLE IS LIT
P: Let us pray together.
C: Dear God, You come to us in the person of Your Son, Jesus. On this night as we
celebrate His birth, let the power of Christ come into our hearts that we might find
peace with you forever. Amen.
THE RESPONSE
“What Child Is This”
What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary!
Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary!
So bring Him in cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary!
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T

THE WORD T

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING – Isaiah 9:2-7
2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land
of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad
when they divide the spoil.4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the
rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the
tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel
for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it
and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Lector:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE READING – Titus 2:11-14
11
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and
godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from
all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who
are zealous for good works.
Lector:
This is the Word of the Lord. People:
Thanks be to God.
THE SONG OF RESPONSE (Trio)

“Once in Royal David’s City”

(stand)
P The Holy Gospel according to St Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL – Luke 2:1-20
1
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus,
that all the world should be taxed. 2(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was
governor of Syria.) 3And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 4And Joseph
also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5To be
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 6And so it was, that, while they
were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for them in the inn. 8And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And, lo, the angel
of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and
they were sore afraid. 10And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
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good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12And this shall be a sign unto you;
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 13And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,
14
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15And it came
to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one
to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16And they came with haste, and found
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17And when they had seen it, they
made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 18And all they
that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19But
Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 20And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it
was told unto them.
Pastor:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.

THE APOSTLES’CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.
Amen.
(be seated)
THE HYMN OF THE DAY
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
Angels we have heard on high Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply Echo back their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heav’n ly songs?
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come adore, on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.

“Silent Night?”

THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
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“Silent Night” – arr. C. Moklebust

THE OFFERING AND THE BELL CHOIR

(This is the first time our bell choir is playing with 3 and a half octaves.)

(kneel)
THE OFFERING PRAYER
P: Please kneel and we pray together.
C: Gracious Lord, you have so greatly loved us and mercifully redeemed us. Give us
grace to joyfully share what You have given that others too may know the wonder
of Your love. Amen.
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs. Bless the faithful proclamation of Christ's saving name, that the good news
of the incarnation of our Lord will be heard throughout the world in every land and
tongue. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Bless our congregation's leaders and its people with a full measure of joy, that we may
echo the songs of the angels in our communities and be shining lights in our time and
place. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Watch over, bless, and protect all who serve and protect us as we worship: our armed
forces, police forces, firefighters, medical professionals, and others. Grant them joy in
their work, and give them peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: As we celebrate joy in the gift of Your Son, O Lord, we remember before You all those
whose hearts are burdened and whose joy is not fulfilled. Comfort the lonely with Your
presence. By Your gracious power in keeping with Your will grant healing to the sick. We
pray that those whose hearts are burdened with memories of loved ones, who are no
longer present to celebrate with us this year may find peace and hope in the message of
Your love. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all from whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

6

THE LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION (stand)
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of
Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those
things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and
earth are full of Your glory, Hosanna in the highest!
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Pastor)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(be seated)

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Communion will be served from the center of the church.
Please come row by row as directed by the ushers.
Holy Communion is a gift from God. It is the Lord’s Table to which He invites us. As we prepare to
receive the Sacrament, we might ask ourselves the following questions: Do I realize that I am a
sinful human being? Do I understand that our Lord gave His life, His body and blood, for me on the
cross that I might be forgiven of my sins and in His resurrection raised me to a new life? Do I realize
that in the Lord’s Supper He gives me His true body and blood that I might be assured of forgiveness
and that my faith is strengthened that I might serve my Lord and through Him serve others? If you
are a baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please join us in the celebration of the
Sacrament. If you have not yet received instruction, please come forward for a blessing, crossing
your arms over your chest to indicate you are not receiving the elements

“Away in a Manger”

THE DISTRIBUTION AND HYMNS

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed. The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay. The Little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,And stay by my cradle til morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay. Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,And take us to heaven to live with thee there.
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“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years, Are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep, Their watch of won-d’ring love.
O morning stars, together, Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king, And peace to all the earth!
How silently, how silently, The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts, The blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still. The dear Christ enters in.
(stand)

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P: May this true body and blood strengthen and preserve you for life everlasting.
Depart in joy, in hope, in peace.
C: Amen.
P: Let us pray.
C: O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may
also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
During the singing of "Silent Night", the congregation is invited to
take part in the "Lucernium" or Spreading of the Light. The
passing of flame from candle to candle symbolizes the spreading
of the Gospel of Christ, Our Light, to a sin-darkened world. You
will receive a candle as you return from communion. If a child
receives a candle, please use discretion, be cautious, and keep
the flame away from hair and clothing. When lighting, tip the unlit
candle only! Please deposit the candles at the church exits at the
conclusion of the worship. We spread the Light of Christ, His
presence among us!
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“Silent Night, Holy Night!”
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
‘Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth. Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

(The congregation leaves in quiet joy!)
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. – Communion Service
9:30 a.m. – Worship and Praise with Communion; Sunday School and Bible Class

Thank you to those who served today…..
Altar Guild:
Greeter:
Acolyte / Crucifer:
Lay Reader:
Ushers:
Worship
Assistants:
Sound:
Organist:
Trio:

Libby Martino, Edith Southerton, Glenda Strang
John Strang
Stephanie Aguilar
Carol Reynolds-Srot
Hank Kueltzo, Bill May, David Volz, Mike Zaske
Judy Detwiler, Howard Fischer, Brad Heine,
Jay Mathis, John Scerba,
Andy Clark
Carisa Meier
Gerry Gruenbaum, Carisa Meier, Nancy Volz

Music used by permission CCLI#87284
Rev. Dr. Jeffery C. Moore/ Interim Pastor
Linda Root, Principal
Walter Volz, Pastor Emeritus / Senior Ministries
Nancy Volz, Bell Choir Dir.
Jan Withers, Administrative Assistant
CHURCH OFFICE
954.473.6888
954.473.6895 Fax
e-mail – church@oursaviorplantation.org
website - www.oslplantation.church
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN SCHOOL
Eighteen month olds through 8th Grade
9554.370.2161
Extended Care and Camp
954.473.6947
954.473.0395 Fax
e-mail - school@oursaviorplantation.org
website - www.oslplantation.school
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